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Betsy Crook - Individual and Societies - SS
I am Betsy Crook and I am excited to be joining the IST faculty 
in August. I am coming from Doha, Qatar, where I have been 
living with my family for the past 7 years. We have been 
teaching internationally for a long time: in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
China and Lebanon, before moving to Qatar.  We have raised 
2 children along the way - Daniel, who will be heading off to 
college in the USA, and Hannah, who will join the 9th grade at 
IST. 

I am teaching history and psychology in Doha, and when I am 
not working, I enjoy reading, being outside, traveling, listening 
to music and playing cards with my family. I am looking 
forward to contributing to the great things going on at IST, 
and to learning more about Tanzania!

Lance Cash - Language and Literature - SS
Kia ora IST! I originally come from small town New 
Zealand, but have done a fair bit of moving around and 
odd jobs including NGO advocacy, disaster response 
in the pacific, a year in Israel-Palestine and also local 
government training in the Solomon Islands on a NZ-
Aid funded contract. 

I have been teaching in New Zealand for the past few 
years. First at a small rural school of mostly indigenous 
Maori New Zealanders and recently at a diverse urban 
school. I’ve always had multiple hobbies on the go, 

dabbling in making art and I’ve played (badly) a dozen instruments. I’m a big fan of the 
outdoors, hiking, biking and any kind of adventure. Excited about the move and joining 
the IST team. 

*SS - Secondary School
*ES - Elementary School



Marie-Pierre Francerie - Language Acquisition - SS
Jambo!  Bonjour! Hello!

My name is Marie Pierre Francerie.  I was born and I grew up in 
Tarascon sur Ariège a very small town in the south of France, 
in the middle of the Pyrenees. I am very excited to be given 
the opportunity to work at IST as the newly appointed IBMYP/ 
IBDP French teacher.

Before comıng to Dar, I taught ın Louisiana, Istanbul and 
Tashkent. I love dıscovering new cultures, languages and 
travelling. When I am not teaching, I can be found exploring 
the neighborhoods, dancing, painting, tasting new food or 
cooking. 
I look forward to meeting you all.  A bientôt! Tutaonana!

Camilla Cook - Language and Literature - SS
Hello! I’m Camilla and I’m very excited to be moving to 
Tanzania to become a member of the IST community. I teach 
English because I love engaging with young people’s ideas. 
I’m constantly surprised and uplifted by what they have to 
say and it’s a great privilege to be able to help them express 
themselves. Also they can be very funny, and having a job in 
which a lot of the time is spent laughing is a total joy.

I’m from the UK, but I’m moving from Thailand where I have 
spent the last few years leading the Language and Literature 
team in Prem Tinsulanonda International School in Chiang 
Mai. Before this, I was part of the founding team of a charity in 
London called ‘The Literacy Pirates’, and before that I taught 

the Academia Britanica Cuscatleca in El Salvador. My husband Will is a copywriter and my 
son Freddy Ray is a little rascal who will be turning two in November. We all like reading 
books, eating delicious food, and swimming in the sea. I like scuba diving, cooking, and 
writing stories, and I’ve recently taken up embroidery. I can’t wait to meet you all!

Adiya White-Hammond - Language and Literature - SS
I was born and raised in Boston, MA, USA (specifically the 
neighborhood of Roxbury). I went to Trinity College in Hartford, 
CT where I majored in Sociology with a minor in Progressive 
American Social Movements. After college, I became a mom, 
earned a Masters of Education and taught English and Social 
Justice studies in the Boston public school system for 6 years 
Five years ago, I moved to the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and this began my international school teaching career.

I love literature, music, dancing, literally anything that has 
to do with the beach, and contributing to a more just and 
equitable society. I am in a never ending search to find an 
activity that incorporates all five of these things. I have a 
13-year-old daughter (who’s much cooler than me), two very entitled cats and a desire to 
learn new things. I’m excited to join the IST community!



Peter Shim - Language and Literature - SS
Hello!

My name is Peter Shim and I have been a teacher for 11 years. I was born in Incheon, 
South Korea and immigrated to Chicago, IL, USA when I was 3 years old. I never thought I 
would become a teacher or that I would teach internationally, but here I am! My first and 
only international teaching experience has been at TCIS in South Korea, and it was there 
that I was able to travel all throughout Asia and see things I’d never imagined. 

Two hobbies I enjoy are basketball and photography. I enjoy most sports, but basketball 
has always been my favorite. I started photography to keep a record of my journeys, 
but it has also become a way for me to enjoy art and peace of mind. The picture I have 
included is of a rural Kyrgyzstan family and me during the summer of 2018.

Jesse Andoh-Thayre - Language Acquisition - SS
Hello! I am very excited to start join IST Secondary school, 
teaching Spanish. This year, I have been teaching Grade 5 
Spanish at IST Elementary. I moved to Tanzania in August 2017 
with my husband. I am from London in the U.K. I have spent 
most of my career working as a Spanish and French teacher 
at a small private school in North London, as well as teaching 
English in Spain and Chile. I did my undergraduate degree in 
Hispanic Studies at Kings College, London as well as my MA in 
Spanish and Latin American Studies. 

As a teacher, I love the fact that I am able to help students to 
be more responsible and compassionate as learners, as well 
as developing their ability to be inquisitive. I also really enjoy 
collaborating with other teachers and Teaching Assistants.  
Outside of work, I love to read, watch films, learn new languages (Swahili is my newest 
language adventure, it is definitely a work in progress) swim and travel.



Bethany Duffield - Science - SS
I am the new Middle School General Science teacher at IST.  
My family and I make a motley crew.  I was born in Belgium 
but grew up on the East coast of the USA.  My husband is 
English. We met in Uganda about 12 years ago.  Malaika was 
born in Oman and then Santiago was born in Peru.  We have 
lived in the Czech Republic the last three years and we are very 
excited to make our new home in beautiful Dar es Salaam.  
I completed an Interdisciplinary Study in Sociology, World 
History and World Religions and completed the Pre-Medicine 
requirements in Biology, Chemistry and Physics to get my BA 
at Calvin College.  But after a semester studying abroad in 
Honduras, I shifted focus and got my Master’s of Public Health 

in Environmental Health Science from the University of Michigan.  I was then a Peace 
Corps Volunteer and Humanitarian Aid Worker in Uganda before becoming a teacher 
through the University of Nottingham’s PGCE International prorgram and teacher-
training at Markham College in Peru.  

I am passionate about understanding and improving our relationship with the natural 
world, a quest I aim to also inspire in my students.  In turn they tend to teach me as well, 
opening up doors of opportunities with their own ideas and research.  I like to create and 
find experiences for students to drive their inquiry process and enable them to use the 
scientific method as a dynamic skill to acquire knowledge about the natural world and 
appreciate the inter-connectedness of the Sciences.  I have organized opportunities for 
students to study marine ecology, agro-forestry, water and soil quality, biodiversity, power 
stations, etc. in the past.  I am excited to explore with my students more of Tanzania, it’s 
people and it’s resources in the classroom and outside of it.  Besides teaching, I also like 
long-distance running, cooking, kayaking, diving, hiking, photography and singing in a 
choir.  

Truth Smith - Student Services - SS
I am very excited to join IST as a Secondary Learning Support 
Teacher. I am from Fort Washington, Maryland, a leafy 
suburb of Washington DC. I previously taught at Western 
Academy of Beijing (WAB), Discovery College in Hong 
Kong, and various public schools in my home state. Before 
becoming a teacher, I worked for many years as an attorney 
for a non-profit legal services organization. I have a BA in 
Sociology from my beloved Spelman College, a JD from the 
University of MD School of Law and a MA in Leadership in 
Teaching (Special Education) from Notre Dame of Maryland 
University. 

I am the daughter of two former teachers and the parent to two amazing teenagers. 
My daughter, Olema, will begin Grade 11 at IST. My son, Marley, is in college in the US 
studying Hospitality. I take the lessons learned from my abolitionist and human rights 
activist namesake, Sojourner Truth, to heart.  I enjoy book clubs, game nights, barbeques, 
warm weather, thoughtful debates, and dancing to anything that has a beat. You will 
almost always get a “yes” from me if you want company while visiting a market or having 
brunch. My first and only prior visit to Tanzania was over 25 years ago on an unforgettable 
road trip while I was participating in a summer law program in Kenya. I look forward to 
returning to work in such an awe-inspiring country. 



Kelli Deboodt - Student Services - SS
Hello, I’m Kelli Deboodt. 
I’m absolutely thrilled to 
start this new adventure in 
Tanzania and to get to know 
all of you at IST. My husband, 
Ryan, and I are from a small 
town in Nebraska but we 
are both Clemson University 
graduates. We both began 
our careers overseas in 
Munich, Germany then 
transitioned to Vietnam for 
a few years where I was a 
Learning Support teacher for 
grades K-13, finally finishing 
our time overseas in China 
where I taught 8th grade 

Learning Support.  While in Beijing, our daughter, Everly, was born giving us a whole 
new wonderful and exciting adventure. We decided to return to the US temporarily to 
raise Evie and to allow for me to complete my master’s degree. However, I am beyond 
ready to return to teaching and to head back overseas.

My husband, Ryan, is an amazingly talented photographer and filmmaker, specializing in 
caves and wildlife (primarily primates). His photos have graced the cover of Smithsonian 
Magazine and his film work has been in shows such as One Strange Rock on National 
Geographic and The Life of Earth From Space on the Smithsonian Channel. Everly is 
nearly 2 now and is the sweetest, most laid back little travel companion who has been 
practicing her animal sounds in preparation for her new home in Africa. 

Ryan and I both enjoy hiking, rock climbing, and playing volleyball. We are both looking 
forward to new travel opportunities and outdoor activities but most importantly, meeting 
new friends and joining the IST crew.

David Tiefenthaler - Design Technology - SS
Hello,

My wife and I are coming to IST from New Jersey, USA. This 
is our first time moving overseas and my first time teaching 
in an international setting. I began my career 14 years ago 
as a History teacher. However, for the past 3 years I have 
transitioned into teaching Digital Arts and Technology. 
My wife, Corazon, is a licensed Physical Therapist and 
she has traveled the world extensively. I have been doing 
photography for the past decade and recently started 
Photography/Digital Arts Business.

A little bit about us: We have 2 dogs, Dori and Dobby, 
and they will be accompanying us to Dar es Salaam.  My 
wife and I are Harry Potter and Dr. Who fans, yes I am a 
Ravenclaw and Matt Smith is my Dr. I enjoy sports, both playing and watching. Soccer is 
my first choice. Ultimately, My wife and I enjoy doing new things and learning new skills, 
we are very excited about joining the IST community.



Sky Riber - Counseling - SS
Sky earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in History and Government from St. Lawrence 
University (USA) and worked in international development and advocacy organizations 
before returning to earn her Masters of Education in School Counseling from the 
University of Massachusetts Boston (USA). Sky currently works as the Secondary 
Counselor at Harare International School (Zimbabwe).  Prior to her time at HIS, she 
was a Secondary Counselor at the International School of Islamabad (Pakistan).  Her 
father was an international teacher as well, having spent much of his career at Vientiane 
International School (Laos), where Sky gained her first international teaching experience.

Sky will be joined by her husband, Kai Riber, who will be the Athletics and Activities 
Director, as well as their three children, Owen (9), Jaya (7) and Parker (8 months).  When 
she’s not at school, Sky is usually in the kitchen or spending time with her family.  Born 
and raised in Maine (USA) with an outdoor lifestyle, they are all looking forward to the 
opportunities for adventure in Tanzania!

Kai Riber - Director of Athletics/Activities - SS
Kai was born in India and is the product of international teachers, spending time as a 
student in Bangladesh, Pakistan and ultimately graduating from Singapore American 
School. He received his undergraduate degree at Monmouth College in Illinois and 
earned his masters in elementary and special education at Marymount University in 
Virginia.

After starting his teaching career in Fairfax County, Kai and his wife, Sky (who never get 
made fun of for having rhyming names), moved to Pakistan to work at the International 
School of Islamabad where they stayed for eight years. While they were there, two of 
their children, Owen (9) and Jaya (7, were born.  

For the past four years, the Riber Family has been in Zimbabwe at Harare International 
School and welcomed the latest (and final) addition to the family in Parker Berry, who 
just turned 8 months old. 

When he isn’t working, Kai is usually trying to play or watch almost any sport, spend 
time with family or is thinking of futile attempts to improve his golf game. He is really 
looking forward to moving to Tanzania and joining the Twiga family.



Jovonna Gonzalez - Language and Literature - SS
Born and raised in the San Francisco Bay Area, I am 
a true sun-loving Californian who chased the warm 
weather to the University of San Diego where I studied 
English and Education. After graduation I packed up 
and moved to Turkmenistan as part of the United States 
Peace Corps – a volunteer organization focusing on 
delivering professional skills to communities in need. 
Throughout that time I worked as an English language 
instructor and then went on to teach Kindergarten and 
Secondary English Literature at an international school 
in the country’s capital.  My path then led me to London, 
England where I continued my teaching career as an IB 
English Language and Literature teacher before circling 
back to San Francisco where I have been working, living 
and reacquainting myself for three years. 

As an educator, I believe students have unique insights that can help others come to 
new understandings, revelations or compromises; therefore, I strive to create a classroom 
environment that allows for such expression – and a bit of fun too. I hope students in my 
class will foster a love of language, learn to express themselves in both written and oral 
forms and find an appreciation for literature in general. Outside of school I like to travel, 
exercise, eat, indulge, explore and embrace the experiences available in the places I visit.

Filipina Santos - Student Services - ES
Kamusta? Lucas and I are so excited to see what’s in 
store for us for the next leg of our African adventure, this 
time in Tanzania! Philippines has been our only home 
before we moved to DR Congo, where we spent the 
last 3 wonderful years. We have fallen in love with Africa 
because of many reasons; the simpler life we have here, 
the beauty of meeting people from different cultures, the 
freedom and the growth it brings being physically away 
from our loved ones among others. 

This year is my 13th year in teaching, supporting students 
with learning differences and their families. I definitely 
love and enjoy what I do! As a teacher, I strongly believe 
that good education is student centered, entails lifelong 
learning, celebrates both the successes and challenges 
of the students, highly collaborative, individualized and 
more importantly inclusive. I graduated with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Psychology and is currently half a thesis 

away from completing my Master’s in Reading Education from the University of the 
Philippines.

Outside of my teaching life, I am a proud mother to my orange dinosaur, Lucas.  We love 
going out on dates a lot or if not just chilling at home binging on Netflix and popcorn. 
Christmas and summer times are our most favorite as we always go home to our family 
in Manila, where we are pampered with so much love, so much food, weekly massages, 
weekend drive to the beach, malls here and there and a lot more! We are so excited to 
find our piece of home in Dar



Hilary Eldridge - Music - ES
Hilary has worked extensively with elementary students 
in all grades both here in TZ and at home in the US.  
Before teaching at IST, Hilary was employed by the Wolf 
Trap Center for Education as a Teaching Artist.  The Wolf 
Trap Center provides innovative arts-based teaching 
strategies and services to early childhood teachers, 
caregivers, and parents.  While living in Virginia, Hilary 
provided classroom support for K-6 teachers including 
implementation of lesson plans, classroom management 
strategies, and assessments as a substitute teacher.  She 
holds teaching certificates from both Washington and 
Illinois (music endorsement) for K-8th grade general 
education. Hilary has enjoyed volunteering with a variety 
of organizations both in the US and abroad including 
the Little Theater in Dar es Salaam, the Master Singers 
of Virginia in Ashburn VA, and Choral Arts Northwest in 
Seattle, WA.  Hilary currently resides in Dar es Salaam 
with her family and one very fat orange tabby. Her favorite color is yellow.  She loves 
avocados but hates bananas in all forms. 

Jennifer Max Peterson - Design Technology - SS
After jumping in to cover some MYP design classes this year due to a medical leave, 
I am thrilled to have the opportunity to continue this work as an official member of 
the Design Technology Department during the 2019-20 school year. My career as a 
technology educator started at the high school level and it is hard to believe that I am 
moving back up after 12 years in elementary and middle school at Academia Cotopaxi in 
Quito, Ecuador, Mont’Kiara International School in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and Graded 
School in São Paulo, Brazil. Surprisingly, I have found that the needs of the 9th and 10th 
graders with whom I am currently working are very similar to those of my former grade 
2 students. And fortunately, design technology lends itself well to meet those needs 
with a flexible learning environment that engages learners in making things with their 
hands, fosters curiosity and problem solving and allows students to be self-directed. 

I have been living in 
Dar es Salaam with my 
wonderfully quirky family 
for a year and a half now 
and have found so much to 
love about our host country. 
When I am not at school, 
I may be found on the 
water in my kayak or on my 
paddleboard, practicing 
yoga or hanging out with 
my middle schooler (when 
she lets me). Much to her 
dismay, she’s the only one 
left in our almost empty 
nest as her older brother 
and sister have moved on 
to university life. 



Erica Benedetto - Counseling - SS
Born in New York and raised by a typical American-
Italian family, Erica discovered at an early age about 
her interests in children, emotions, behavior and 
belonging, which led her to a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology from North Carolina State University. After 
graduating, she spent time gathering experience in 
her field, working in residential treatment, foster care, 
as well as in education. Her lifelong love of psychology 
and learning encouraged her to pursue a higher 
education, where she earned master’s degrees in both 
developmental and educational psychology, from 
Teachers College, Columbia University. She is now a 
licensed School Psychologist and has worked for three 
years in an international school in Hyderabad, India as 
first the whole school counselor and then the secondary school counselor.

She thoroughly enjoys traveling, exploring new cultures, hiking, camping, and just 
being surrounded by nature in general. She can also be found reading, learning a new 
craft, appreciating good music or discussing the meaning of everything and anything 
over some great food with friends and family. As a yogi, meditator, and overall spiritual 
enthusiast, she seeks to expand her knowledge of and connection to the world in both 
meaningful and simple ways. Although her passions abound, her core purpose is to 
spread love and she hopes to bring about more peace and joy in the world in any way 
that she can. 

Andrew Duffield - Physical Education - ES
Jambo! I’m Andy and I am very excited to join IST 
and return to East Africa! I will be teaching PE at 
the elementary campus. After 3 years of teaching at 
a ‘tough’ school in the UK, where I originate from, I 
moved to Uganda in 2006 and loved my time there, 
teaching at 2 international schools. It was a tough 
decision to leave, but Bethany (my wife who will 
teach MYP Science at IST) and I wanted to see more 
of the world and start our married life with a new 
and exciting adventure. 

These adventures took us to Oman, Peru and finally 
Czech Republic, where we are currently finishing 
a 3 year stint. Living in Central Europe has been 
great in so many ways, but the biggest thing I have 
learned is that I am not ready to reintegrate into 

‘normal’ living, and that I am most happy living in the developing world. Our family loves 
East Africa, and we are super pumped to return with children, to show them the region 
which means the most to us as a couple and family. I look forward to meeting you all in 
August!



Sherry Pearson - Counseling - ES
Sherry Pearson has been an elementary school counselor 
for the last six years. The first three years in the United 
States and then three years in the Dominican Republic. She 
enjoys watching as the youngest students learn social skills, 
problem-solving techniques, and emotional regulation. 
 
Sherry grew up in the US until she was thirteen and then traveled 
with her parents to Ecuador where she graduated from an 
international school. She has three adult sons who live in Nevada 
and are with the Air National Guard.

 

Jennifer Ford - Mathematics - SS
Hi! My name is Jennifer Ford and I’m looking forward 
to teaching MYP Mathematics next school year at IST. I 
arrived in Tanzania in August 2018 as an accompanying 
spouse of an NGO director and mother of two IST 
secondary students. Though it has been an exciting year 
of transitioning our family and learning my way around 
Dar, I’m more than ready to be back in the classroom. My 
international teaching experience started as a Peace Corps 

Volunteer in the Gambia and now includes all secondary grade levels of math in Uganda, 
Nigeria, and Malawi. I’ve also taught in North Carolina and my home state of Florida. 
 
Aside from teaching, I enjoy a variety of outdoor and sporting activities. My favorites are 
volleyball, tennis, and swimming. I also like to play board games and pretty much any 
card game. Like many of us living internationally, I love to travel and learn about new 
places and cultures. Of particular interest during my travels is sampling and learning to 
cook local cuisines.



Jason Crook - DP Coordinator - SS
My name is Jason Crook and I have spent the past seven years as the IBDP, AP and HS 
Curriculum Coordinator at the American School of Doha.  I am thrilled to be joining IST 
at this exciting time.  I am originally from Beloit, Wisconsin (USA), a small commuter 
town which, until recently, saw people heading north to work in the GM auto plant or 
heading south to work in the Chrysler facility.  I graduated from Lawrence University in 
Appleton, Wisconsin with a degree in life sciences.  I then joined the US Peace Corps and 
taught science at Chala Secondary School in the Coast Province of Kenya for two years. 
 
After the Peace Corps, I worked as a MS and HS science teacher at Schutz American 
School in Alexandria, Egypt where I met my wife Betsy who will also be joining 
the IST faculty.  We have two children, Dan, who will be starting university in 
the Fall of 2019 and Hannah, who will be entering high school at IST.  Our journey 
as international educators has taken us to Beirut (twice), Riyadh, Guangzhou, 
Doha, and now, Dar Es Salaam.  When I am not working I enjoy spending 
time outdoors, exploring new places, playing all types of sports, and reading. 

 


