
IST BOARD CANDIDATES 2019-2020 

Name of Candidate: Allemekinders, Brian  
 
Nationality: Canadian 
Business Address/Affiliation: Deputy Director, International Assistance Program- 
Canadian High Commission 
 
Qualifications/Special Skills/Experience: 
1. Masters Degree in Policy in Pacific International Affairs 
2. Diplomacy, Governance, Financial Management. 
3. Oversaw design and build of our green, environmental sustainable home 
 
Length of expected further residence in Dar es Salaam: 2 to 3 years 
Proposed by: Stina Haldorsen Seconded by: Nathalie Garon 
 
 
Candidate’s Statement: 
 
My name is Brian Allemekinders and I am a Canadian posted with my family to the Canadian 
High Commission as the Deputy Director of Canada’s Development Program in Tanzania. My 
wife, Deidre, and I have 2 children (gr 5 &amp; 7) currently at IST and 2 older ones back in 
Canada transitioning into young adults.  
My interest in serving on the IST Board is because our 4 children have received an amazing 
education at all of the international schools at each of our global stops, IST included, and I 
recognize that this would not have been the case were it not for the efforts of people who have 
served on the Boards in years past. Thus, I feel strongly about ‘paying it forward’.  
The high quality education is a result of the expert teachers and administrators. The Board 
serves to enable this through stewardship of the school’s long-term interests. I want to 
contribute to this, to offer the skills, abilities and experiences I have in whatever way helps out 
the long-term stewardship of the institution. At every international school we’ve been at, I have 
contributed. I hope to continue doing that at IST through service on the Board. 
 
 
  



IST BOARD CANDIDATES 2019-2020 

Name of Candidate: Bhalloo, Shamima  
 
Nationality: Canadian/American 
Business Address/Affiliation : Home Maker 
 
Qualifications/Special Skills/Experience: 
1. Degree in General Business/Administration 
2. Associates in Child Psychology 
3. Social Worker, Team Player, Public Speaker 
 
Length of expected further residence in Dar es Salaam: Indefinite 
Proposed by: Dimpal Tanna Seconded by: Dr Zohraida Karima 
 
 
Candidate’s Statement: 
 
As a teenager we moved to Tanzania from Canada and I joined IST in grade 6, which proudly 
makes me IST alum. I graduated from IB, class of ‘91. I then moved back to Canada to pursue 
my degree. America became my home after marriage and once again, full circle, we all moved 
back to Tanzania to open our own business in 2000. 
I have served as president of the IST Alumni Association for almost 7 years. Now It’s time to 
climb up the ladder and give my energy and expertise to help in the future of the school.  
Two of my children have graduated from IST - class of ‘15 and ‘18 and I have a son in 
elementary.  
I believe serving on the Board will deepen my contribution to the IST community from every 
perspective. I’m an involved parent and enjoy watching our children thrive in such a diverse 
international community.  
I’m confident that IST will continue to be a leader and will strive to achieve academic excellence 
and produce amazing graduates and future leaders of the world. The Board and its decisions 
play a major role and connection to this challenging structure and I would like to contribute and 
make an impact by being part of this dynamic 
 
  



IST BOARD CANDIDATES 2019-2020 

Name of Candidate:  Braeck, Mari  
 
Nationality: Norwegian  
Business Address/Affiliation: Program Officer, Norwegian Embassy 
 
Qualifications/Special Skills/Experience: 

1. Teacher 
2. Masters Degree in Political Science 
3. Postgraduate Certificate in Education 
4. Postgraduate Certificate ion French language, culture and literature 
5. Professional work experience from the Norwegian School System. 

 
Length of expected further residence in Dar es Salaam: 2 years 
Proposed by: Malin Idvall Seconded by: Naomi Brown 
 
 
Candidate’s Statement:  
 
My name is Mari Braeck. I am from Norway and have been living in Tanzania since August last 
year. I have two children in grade 7 and one child in grade 1. Currently, I am working at the 
Norwegian Embassy and will continue to do so until October this year. One of my 
responsibilities at the Embassy is to follow up the Norwegian support to the education sector in 
Tanzania.  I am a teacher as profession, and I am passionate about teaching and education. 
Setting and achieving goals by offering advice and taking responsibility is a vital of teaching. 
And I think this experience will be of value as a board member also. I believe that my 
commitment achieving goals, asking questions and listen to answers will make me a good board 
member. As a board member I will be supportive of my co-board members but also willing to 
express my own opinion. I will be prepared for the meetings, strive to learn as much as possible 
and promote the School’s Mission, Vision, Values and Strategic goals. 
 
 
 
 
  



IST BOARD CANDIDATES 2019-2020 

Name of Candidate: Enslin, Sumarie  
 
Nationality:  South African 
Business Address/Affiliation:  N/A  
 
Qualifications/Special Skills/Experience: 

1. Diploma in Tourism 
2. Copywriting, Graphic Design, Media and Marketing 

 
Length of expected further residence in Dar es Salaam:  3 years 
Proposed by: Michael Enslin Seconded by:  Annelie Oelofse 
 
 
Candidate’s Statement: 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to introduce myself. I am Sumarie. We currently have three 
children attending IST, two students in Elementary and one student in Secondary.  
My background in Media, Sales and Marketing, Tourism and Business Management allows me 
to serve and add value to various core functions within the IST community.  
I have had many opportunities to experience and understand the fundamentals and importance 
of parent involvement at an IB School.  
During the past 7 years, I have been involved as a Class Parent for different grades and 
currently participate as a member of the EPN and SPN. I have been in the fortunate position to 
lead key activities and this has afforded me to have extensive knowledge about our IST 
community and students.  
I am passionate about values and priorities regarding Student Opportunities to Excel, Learning 
Support, Safety, Sports Opportunities, Marketing, and Continued implementation of various 
accountability standards of all stakeholders.  
I believe that I can contribute to the IST Board by a combined team effort to change challenges 
into opportunities.  
I respectfully request your vote to be able to full these responsibilities and serve the IST 
community and our student. 
 
 
 
 
  



IST BOARD CANDIDATES 2019-2020 

Name of Candidate:  Pobee, Abena A 
 
Nationality:  Australian  
Business Address/Affiliation:  N/A 
 
Qualifications/Special Skills/Experience: 

1. BSc Business Administration (Accounting) 
2. Masters in Applied Finance (Completing June 2019) 
3. Formal Accounting qualification 
4. Financial Analyst 
5. Interpersonal skills, communication skills, analytical ability and problem solving, 

collaboration skills 
 
Length of expected further residence in Dar es Salaam: 3 years 
Proposed by: Bianca Heldt-Kwame Seconded by:  Abigail Mawunya Sarbah 
 
 
Candidate’s Statement:  
 
My name is Abena A. Pobee, a mother of three; I have two children in IST (grade 1&3). I have a 
bachelor’s degree in business administrations (Accounting option) and currently in my final 
semester completing Masters degree in Applied Finance. I possess a strong foundational skill in 
financial statements analysis, modelling and investment analysis. I work well in teams and
independently. 
I began my career as an accountant with a private firm in Ghana and branch of into banking and 
finance reaching the level of a senior Customer Services Officer with Ghana Commercial Bank 
Ltd. I moved to Australia as an accompanying wife in 2009. In Australia I worked with BHP 
Billiton for six Months as Cost Controls Accountant. Since the year 2011 I volunteered in helping 
disable communities, besides I was assisting teachers in a school in Australia. Moreover, I 
introduced control systems in Australia church and it was successful to ensure effective and 
efficient operation. My family has moved to Dar es Salaam and as an accompanying wife 
currently unemployed.  
I have the time and with my commitment level and educational background I believe that I will 
positively contribute in the board. Thank You. 
 
 
 
  



IST BOARD CANDIDATES 2019-2020 

Name of Candidate:  Starckman, Mauri  
 
Nationality:  Finnish  
Business Address/Affiliation:  Management Advisor, HAUS Finnish Institute at Public  
                                               Management 

 
Qualifications/Special Skills/Experience: 

1. Chief Partnership Advisor-Based in the institute at African Leadership for Sustainable 
Development. (Uongozi Institute) 

1. Master of Arts (Political History) 
2. 20 years at professional experience in strategic planning, management, 

administration in Latin America, Asia and Africa. 
3. Strategic planning and budgeting, project and programme and budgeting, public 

sector management, networking, team leading and coordination. 
 

Length of expected further residence in Dar es Salaam:  2 years 
Proposed by: David Nilsson Seconded by:  Riikka Raatikainen 
 
Candidate’s Statement:  
I am running for the IST Board because I believe that I can positively contribute to the work of 
the Board and to the continued success of IST. I am currently employed by HAUS Finnish 
Institute of Public Management and I am based at the Institute of African Leadership for 
Sustainable Development, commonly known as the UONGOZI Institute. With about 20 years of 
experience in programme, project and team management with the UN, Finnish Foreign Service 
and as a consultant I have gained proven skills in strategic thinking, as well as, setting and 
achieving goals.  
I fully agree with the values and goals of the school and I believe that the good work needs to 
be continued by working on financial sustainability and ensuring that IST will continue to have 
high quality teaching staff. 2 of my children will attend IST next year (1st grade and 9th grade). 
I believe I can bring in expertise in : 

● Strategic and operational planning and budgeting 
● Networking and coordination with authorities 
● Financial sustainability 
● Public and community relations 
● Consensus building 
● Problem solving 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mauri-starckman-928475102 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mauri-starckman-928475102


IST BOARD CANDIDATES 2019-2020 

 
Name of Candidate: Young, Janine  
 
Nationality:  American 
Business Address/Affiliation:  Management Officer, United States Embassy 
 
Qualifications/Special Skills/Experience: 

1. BA in International Relations 
2. MA in International Politics 
3. Served as School Board Member at AICS as treasurer and AISB as Vice Chair. 
4. Experience in Finance, Human Resources, Buildings/facilities operations 

 
Length of expected further residence in Dar es Salaam: 2 years 
Proposed by: Lauren Ladenson Seconded by: Jessica Risley 
 
 
Candidate’s Statement:  
 
My name is Janine Young, and I am running for a seat on the IST School Board.  My family and 
I arrived in August 2018, and I currently serve as the Management Officer at the U.S. Embassy. 
Due to my career, I have lived and worked in Africa, Europe, North America, and the Middle 
East and bring five years of experience as a school board member in two international schools. 
While working in Eritrea from 2009 to 2011, I served as the Treasurer and Finance Committee 
Chair for the Asmara International Community School (AICS).  While working in Hungary, I 
served as Vice Chair for the American International School of Budapest (AISB) from 2014 to 
2017.  
Although new to IST, I am a proud Twiga supporter. I believe that all school board members 
must be responsive and receptive to the concerns of parents, faculty, staff, and students, and 
encourage open, positive dialogue with the school administration.  We are a diverse community 
with one primary goal; ensuring that IST continues to challenge, support, and inspire our 
students.  
Thank you for your vote, and I look forward to this opportunity to serve the IST community 
 
 
 


