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From the  
Vice Principal 
Tom Triller 
 

 

In a recent blog post1, the 
education reformer 
Michael Petrilli outlined 
three general categories of 
parents he has 
encountered in his career. 
On one hand, says Petrilli, 
are the “tiger” moms and 
dads who above all want 
academic rigor for their 
children, with the goal of 
gaining admission to top universities. They tend to 
favor “high-octane” extra-curricular activities as 
well, such as learning a musical instrument or Model 
United Nations club. Next are the “koala” moms and 
dads, whose main concern is that school be “a joyful 
experience for their kids.” These parents want their 
children to explore their creativity, become 
emotionally aware, build strong relationships with 
peers and teachers and be highly adept at personal 
expression. Finally, there are the “cosmopolitans,” 
whose main concern is that their children be 
prepared to function in a “multicultural and 
multilingual world.” They want their children to be 
at least bilingual, to see themselves as members of 

                                                 

 
1
 Michael Petrilli. The Case for Public-School Choice in the Suburbs. Flypaper. Thomas B. Fordham Institute. 19 July, 2012. 

Web. 24 July, 2012.  

Mark your calendar: 
 

See online version of school calendars: 
Online Calendar 

 
September 14 
Mid-Term Effort Review 
 
September 20  
Regular Board Meetings @ 5pm – 7pm, B4  
Secondary Campus 
 
September 20 
Ski Trip optional parent Meeting @ 6:30pm –  
7:30pm in AV theatre 
 
September 21 - 22 
Board Retreat 
 
September 21 
3rd Draft due to IBDP Co (3000 words) 
 
September 22 
IB2 G12 College/University Workshop @ 
10am – 3pm 
 
 
 

Tom Triller 
 

http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
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the broader human family, and to dedicate themselves to addressing the global problems humanity 
faces.  
 
The reality, of course, is a bit more complex, with most parents exhibiting some combination of 
Petrilli’s three categories while perhaps modestly favoring one over the others. Still, Petrilli’s larger 
point is that schools face a challenge in building programs that can meet the needs and desires of 
parents across the spectrum of educational philosophies.  
 
It is probably true that no single school can be everything to all parents and students. International 
Baccalaureate programs, however, of which IST offers all three, do offer a lot to each of Petrilli’s 
categories of parents. For the tigers, there is the rigor of IB assessment, which in both the MYP and 
Diploma programs is externally moderated to ensure that each school offering an IB program is 
teaching and assessing to IB’s high standards for student achievement. Those high standards are 
reflected in the knowledge, conceptual understandings and skills outlined by the IB for each subject 
area in MYP and for each individual course in Diploma, with schools being required to ensure that all 
students acquire these in each IB course.  
 
For the koalas, IB keeps the focus relentlessly on the students and their personal development. This is 
expressed in the MYP through the personal project, the culminating piece of work that students 
produce in their last year of the program and which offers students “an opportunity to choose a 
project that allows them to explore a topic of interest to them, 
and to present it in a way that reflects their learning style” (MYP: From principles into practice). In 
addition, the health and social education area-of-interaction requires schools to develop units that 
allow students to explore their social, emotional and physical development and the issues that arise 
from it. In the Diploma program, CAS (Creativity, Action, Service) plays a central role, with the creativity 
element allowing students to explore  the “arts, and other experiences that involve creative thinking” 
(CAS guide for the IB Diploma). In the extended essay students produce an in-depth piece of work 
focused in a subject of their choice, allowing, among other things, for the promotion of “intellectual 
discovery and creativity” (Extended essay guide). 
 
The very name International Baccalaureate suggests that cosmopolitans will find much to like in it and, 
indeed, Petrilli mentions IB programs as a favorite for this group of parents. As the IB mission 
statement says, IB students, among other things, should “help to create a better and more peaceful 
world through intercultural understanding and respect.” In addition, the IB presents the learner profile 
as an expression of international-mindedness and of the kind of person who would be well-placed to 
“help to create a better and more peaceful world” (IB learner profile). From the requirements for study 
of a foreign language, to the service elements in each program, to IB’s own global presence, 
international-mindedness clearly plays a central role in the IB.  
 
The point of Petrilli’s article is to argue for a greater variety of school programs in the suburbs of U.S. 
cities, as a way of better serving the needs and wants of his different categories of parents. In the 
realm of international education, where many locations have a limited number of schools, such variety 
is not always possible, and international schools therefore need to develop programs that meet the 
diverse needs and wants of the families they serve. The International Baccalaureate has been working 
to meet this challenge for over 40 years and while no program can be all things to all people, IB 
programs do a remarkable job of addressing the educational concerns of a broad spectrum of parents - 
whether tigers, koalas, cosmopolitans, or somewhere in between.  
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Teachers will be sending effort review slips home this week for any students whose effort in their class 
has become a concern. Effort involves constructive participation in classroom activities, meeting all 
work requirements, always being on time, staying organized, cooperating well with others and taking 
initiative. You may find a copy of IST’s effort grade descriptors in the parent handbook and the student 
diary. Please be aware that students need to achieve at least a “4” for effort in all of their classes in 
order to remain eligible to represent IST on a team or a trip. 
 

 
School photos will be taken at Secondary during the week of 24 September. We will send out a 
schedule next week so that students know which day they will have photos taken. On the day of their 
photo grade 6-10 students should be sure to wear a neat uniform. Grade 11-12 students should dress 
smart casual. This is a good time for students to take a smart photo for ID needs. The photographers 
will offer students the chance to purchase photos in a variety of formats.  
 
Posted by 
Tom Triller 
Vice Principal  
 
 

From the Principal 

Liz Andrews 
 
 
This week I have a collection of items as we approach the half way mark to the October holidays. 
 

Please check the IST Calendar link on the school website to our secondary School assessment 
calendars. This allows you to see when tasks are occurring for children at each grade level.  Learning 
and assessment in both the IB MYP and DP programmes is based on continuous assessment. Students 
prepare assignments for Grades 6-10 and Internal Assessments (IA) for Grades 11-12. Managing this 
ongoing balance of assignment work, homework review and preparation for tests requires balance and 
planning. Teenagers need our support as the caring adults in their lives to help them strike a healthy 
balance between work and play. 
 

Teachers have sent a slip home for selected students over this week. The Mid-Term Effort review is 
focused on encouraging positive engagement with school and classes.It is a prompt for conversation 
between the teacher, student, parent. Teachers will send a slip home of they have a concern about a 
child's effort or if the child has been particularly impressive in their work habits. 
 

The end of September and start of October is when students participate in externally set standardised 
testing. The following tools will be used with various grade levels to better understand student 
learning: 
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September 17 - 21 Grade 6: Measures of Academic Progress (MAP)  
October 2-3 Grades 6-9: International Schools Assessment (ISA) 
October 17 Grades 10-11: PreliminarySAT (PSAT) 
 
We will provide a parent workshop on standardised testing at IST to understand what we learn from 
these different tools. 
 
Along side this focus on assessment we also have the Student Council leadership retreat next week and 
an exciting dance project in conjunction with the new York Battery Dance group is coming to a close 
today with the performance tomorrow night at the National Museum. 
 
I hope to see you on campus over the coming week 
 
Regards, 
Elizabeth Andrews 
 
 
 

 

Spotlight Artist: 
Nada Moharam 

 
 
Since for as far as I can remember I have always 
been focusing all my creativity into creating art. I 
believe that art does not just constitute of 
shapes on surface-but a rather thought-
provoking and/or emotional statement. Art can 
be used to revive old memories as well as 
creating new emotions and sentiments and my 
aim is to be effective at executing this. 
  
This tends to guide my work and focus as I 
attempt to juxtapose and contrast elements to 
create an allusion or an image that always has 
something to say. 
 
However every idea generally flows from 
another; and when it comes to influence; 
everything I see and do influences me. Be it my 

culture that I attempt to become closer to, 
 
 

 

Art Corner ...... 

This pin-hole photography piece uses 
Contrast and Arabic lines interwoven 

within it. It shows my love for travelling 
and my ever present culture. 
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Go Twigas! ...... 

Saturday Morning Sports has begun! 
 

Grades 6-8 Basketball and Football 

8.30 - 10.30 am 

Basketball with Mr Bahati 

Football with Mr Kaskella 

 

We need Cricket Players! 

High School and Middle School 

Tuesday and Thursday 4.00 

Steve Fogliano 
ASA Coordinator 

 

 or simply colors and forms in nature that are too 
small to the naked eye but create interesting 
paintings- every single image can be turned into a 
larger more complex one. This why I particularly 
love painting portraits as nothing is more wonderful 
and complex as a human being. 
 
 Minimalism is also one of things that inspire me as 
a simple image can leave so much more room for 
thought. I tend to really enjoy working with no 
more than three colors that limit my color palette 
and force to be more creative. This also tends 
transforms an idea to its more basic structure. That 
is also one of my aims for I feel too much 
complexity could be off turning. 
 
Im also a fan of texture and try to incorporate it in 
all my work to create different ‘levels’ of detail. This 
stops a piece from becoming overly bland or flat 
and brings it into reality as a functioning image. 
 

These details influence my work with every piece I 
create having a little hidden detail that portrays me 
as an individual. I begin my process by holding onto 
a subtle but significant idea and executing a body 

around it. My technique changes depending on my subject- however I am always a fan of acrylic that 
makes it easier to carry on painting and even cover up over areas that I am not satisfied with. 

Posted by Nora Graham 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caterer 

Wanted 
The drama department is looking 

for a caterer for an upcoming 

theatre event. If you know of a 

good, reliable caterer with tasty 

food and reasonable prices, 

please contact Gillian Ani at 

<gani@istafrica.com.> 

 

This piece was created during an artist visit 
and portrays a Whirling Dervish- a symbol in my 

culture with means enlightenment, color, 
and movement. 

mailto:gani@istafrica.com
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From Counseling Department ...... 

 

KILIMANJARO CLIMB 2013 
 
Preparations are being made for the school’s annual expedition to 
Mt. Kilimanjaro this school year.  This is an amazing experience that 
shapes the lives of people who undertake it. The expedition will take 
place from April 20th to 27th 2013 and is open to students from Grade 
9, 10 & 11. Interested students must attend a meeting at 12.40 sharp 
on Thursday 20th September in the AV Theatre. Information letters 
will be handed out at this meeting. 
 
Posted by 
Tim Battersby 
Middle School counselor 
Email: tbattersby@istafrica.com 
 


