
 
 

Secondary Spotlight 
Friday 23rd November, 2012 

 

From the  
Vice 
Principal  
Every year around this time, the intensity level in 
schools seems to pick up, and IST is no exception. 
Extended essays and personal projects come due, DP 
2 students are working through the college 
application process, CAS for DP and community and 
service for MYP, plus other activities, are in full swing 
and, as the semester comes to an end, so do many 
units of work, meaning performance assessments 
need to be completed and reflected upon.  

The good news is that experiencing these challenges 
and working through them does pay off in the end. A 
recent study by the National School Boards 
Association in the U.S. concluded that students who 
take challenging courses, such as those offered in 
the IB Diploma, complete college at significantly 
higher rates than those who are not exposed to such 
courses before university.1 Interestingly, the effect is 
strongest for students who struggled the most 
academically before taking challenging coursework. 
Such students complete university at a 17% higher 
rate than students who struggle academically but 
don’t take challenging courses in school (the 
difference is 7% for students who are stronger 
academically). While we aspire for our students to 

                                                 

1 Khadaroo, Stacy Teicher. How tougher classes in high school can help kids make it through college. Christian Science 
Monitor. 11 October, 2012.  

Mark your calendar: 
See online version of school calendars: 

Online Calendar 
Friday, November 23 
Music Recital @ 7pm – 9pm, Ms. Olga's Room, 
Secondary Campus 
 
November 25 – 30 
Grade 6 ESP 
 
Tuesday, November 27 
Principals coffee: G10 transition @ 8am – 9am 
 
November 28 – December 2 
IITT Tennis Ethiopia  
 
Wednesday, November 28 
G12 Financial Aid/University scholarship info 
evening @ 6:30pm – 7:30pm, C4  
 
November 30 – Dec 2 
Jenga School repair - Morogoro 
 
Friday, Nov 30 
Mid-Term Effort Review 
 
Tuesday, December 4, 
Parenting in Dar: panel discussion@7:00pm – 
8:30pm 
 
November 25 – 30 
Grade 6 ESP 
 
 

http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
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not just finish college but to live up to their full potential while there, this is good evidence that the 
challenging courses we offer should prepare them well for the university experience.  

It’s not just academic rigor, however, that prepares students well for future work and study. They need 
“soft” skills as well, such as the ability to interact constructively with others, motivate themselves, 
demonstrate a strong work ethic and present themselves professionally.2 The MYP and DP focus on a 
framework of five clusters of “approaches to learning” skills, including thinking, social, communication, 
self-management and research skills. The three middle skill clusters involve the kind of soft skills that 
employers rate as being highly sought after in prospective employees. Students like those in MYP and 
DP, who successfully manage not just academically challenging coursework but also a variety of 
activities and projects, many of which require collaboration with others, are cultivating those desirable 
soft skills.  

Many thanks to all of you who attended student-involved parent-teacher conferences. We had about 
90% attendance, which means many parents and students were able to receive focused, personal 
feedback from teachers, as well as to share insights and reflections that should aid teachers in their 
attempts to help all students reach their full potential.  

Photo orders were distributed this week. Please return orders or requests for retakes to the drop box 
in the main office by Monday, 3 December. Please note that retakes will occur during breaks so as not 
to disturb class time.  

Teachers will be sending out mid-term effort reviews as needed by the end of next week. The purpose 
of the effort review is to inform you of your son or daughter's performance in a class in terms of the 
general effort grade descriptors. These include punctuality/attendance, work requirements, personal 
organization and active involvement. You may find the effort grade descriptors in the student 
Homework Diary and in the Student-Parent Handbook. If your son/daughter receives an effort review, 
please discuss it with them, including their plans for addressing any concerns raised in it. 

Tom Triller 
Vice Principal 

 

                                                 

2 Schulz, Nick. Hard Unemployment Truths About 'Soft' Skills. Wall Street Journal. 19 September, 2012.  

 

2013/14 Academic Calendar 
At the November Board meeting, the academic calendar for 2013/14 was 
approved.  
 
A copy will be sent home with your youngest child on Monday, in the 
meantime you can also download a copy from the calendar page on the IST 
website here >>. 

http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
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PILOTING THE MIDDLE YEARS CURRICULUM 

Dear Parents, 

The Middle Years Programme is currently undergoing developments to bring the curriculum further in 
line with educational best practices. These developments will start to affect delivery of our school 
curriculum in August 2014. Leading up to this, there is a piloting process in which IST is playing an 
active role. 

What is piloting? 

As part of the curriculum development process, the International Baccalaureate Organization is 
currently piloting (trialing) new materials. This piloting takes place before the new materials are 
launched worldwide and its purpose is for the IB to receive feedback from a range of MYP schools 
about the implementation of new structures and requirements. This is done well in advance of 
introducing new developments so that the IB can take into account any adjustments recommended by 
schools to make the materials supporting MYP implementation comprehensive and user-friendly. The 
aim is to ensure that the transition, when it happens, is a smooth one.  

What does this mean for IST? 

Schools are selected in different subjects from different schools worldwide, so that the feedback to the 
IB is as comprehensive as possible. IST is privileged to have been selected to pilot the new materials 
and participate actively in the development of the Middle Years Programme in two subjects: Arts and 
Humanities. 

Teachers at schools that pilot new materials receive training from IB education specialists and feedback 
from the IB about their curriculum planning and implementation. The IB Curriculum Manager for Arts 
and Humanities visited us from The Hague in September and in an intensive 2-day training, worked 
with teachers to introduce the new materials and start us off on the implementation process. 

Following on from this, teachers are currently planning and starting to teach units of study using the 
new curriculum materials. Teachers are required to submit the planning documentation for these units 
to the IB and in return, they receive comments and recommendations for improvement in a form of 
ongoing training. In this way, it is excellent professional development: it helps our teaching faculty 
prepare for the “MYP 2014” curriculum in a concrete, practical way, allows us to ask questions directly 
to the IB Curriculum Manager and creates a pool of expertise to support implementation across the 
whole range of subjects.  

Our Arts and Humanities teachers will also request feedback from the students about the experience, 
and pass this on to the IB, as well as making recommendations to the IB about the process of planning 
and implementation at IST from the teacher’s perspective. 

How does this affect my child/ren? 

From MYP......                                      
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ARTS 
In grades 6-8 in Drama, Music and Visual Art, we are implementing the revised “MYP 2014” 
programme ahead of its official introduction in August 2014. There are still four criteria, A-D, although 
they are arranged differently. All are out of 8. More information on the specific criteria will be given to 
students in class over the next few weeks and will be sent out to parents as well before semester 1 
reports are issued in January.  

In grades 9 and 10 in Drama, Music and Visual Art, we are continuing to implement the current guide 
(published 2009 and valid for all non-piloting schools until 2014). This is because we send samples for 
moderation, where the 2009 guide is still being used. The cohort of students completing MYP in June 
2014 (i.e. this year’s grade 9 students) will be the last cohort whose work is submitted for moderation 
in the current form and using the 2009 guide. We will trial some of the materials in grades 9 and 10 to 
receive their feedback, however this will not affect their grades. 

HUMANITIES 
In Humanities the situation is a little simpler, because the guide that will be used in 2014 has already 
been issued. There will be relatively few changes between now and the introduction of the revised 
“MYP 2014” curriculum. There are four criteria, as previously (A-D), and all are out of 8. Teachers are 
implementing the new guide in all grade levels and receiving feedback from the IB during the piloting 
phase on units that are being developed using the new materials. Moderation samples will be sent 
based on the current guide. The criteria are listed and explained in the MYP Course Guide on the IST 
website (Secondary School grades 6-10 curriculum pages). 

Posted by 
Claudia Kennedy 

 
 
 

Student Council is organizing PAMOJA Baskets! These are boxes of basic food items given to our non-
teaching staff at the Secondary School as a gesture of appreciation for all of the work they do to keep 

the school running. Each students is being asked to bring in the following items to their 
homerooms:  

· Grade 6— 1 OR 2 KILO BAG OF RICE  

· Grade 7— 1 OR 2 KILO BAG OF SUGAR  

· Grade 8—1 or 2 BOTTLES OF COOKING OIL AND/ OR MARGARINE  

· Grade 9— 1 or 2 OMO FOR WASHING CLOTHES  

· Grade 10—1 or 2 KILO BAGS OF FLOUR OR MAIZE FLOUR 

· Grade 11—1 or 2 KILO BAG OF BEANS (SOYA BEANS, DRIED BEANS ETC) 

· Grade 12—1 BOX OF NIDO MILK POWDER 

From Secondary Library......                                     by Ilana Locker 
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· TEACHERS—LUXURY ITEM (CHOCOLATE, BISCUITS, CANDY, JUICE, ETC.) 

The first homeroom within each grade (6-10) to reach 100% participation gets a free-dress day! The 
first homeroom within each IB grade to reach 100% participation gets breakfast donuts! 

So please remember PAMOJA when you go shopping in the next few weeks! 

******************** 

Save the Date! Friday, December 7. Student Council is organizing a 

Haunted House to "celebrate" the End of the World 2012. More details will 
follow! 

 
Posted by Ilana Locker 
Secondary Librarian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School uniforms are now available @ the 
Elementary school shop. Please come in usual 

hours and buy uniforms for your child. 
 

Perhaps you have received the news so many of us dread – the company is 
moving you to a new location!  On that long list of things to take care of, 
informing the school should be one of them.  This can start with an email to 
the Admissions Office to inform us of your move 
(admissions@istafrica.com).  That’s all it takes to get the ball rolling.  We’ll 
be sad to see you go, but let us help make the move as smooth as possible 
for the whole family. 

Linda Vaz, Admissions Officer, Elementary Campus 

Mwamy Sykes, Director of Admissions, Secondary Campus 
 

mailto:admissions@istafrica.com


International School of Tanganyika   Secondary Spotlight 

6 

 

The Amazing Race!!! 
 
Would you like to have the time of your life? Ever been part of a fantastic, huge treasure hunt? 
If you’re thinking no, THINK NO MORE. The Amazing Race comes to IST. Register yourselves 
and mark down your calendar for December 1st, Saturday, from 10am onwards, if you think 
you got what it takes to be a CHAMPION. This is your chance, crying out of the computer 
screen, to battle against other teachers and parents for the ULTIMATE treasure. 
  
Fund A Child. An activity that aims as funding the education of two school girls for their 
secondary education, in hopes of securing a fruitful future ahead of them. Our activity started 
as the dream of one person and has reciprocated into a fully functional, self-sustaining service 
activity that works hand in hand with a local beneficiary, CHIPUA, in order to provide for the 
less fortunate. In the past two years, Fund A Child has raised over 7,200,000/- that have 
already been spent in funding the full cost of secondary education for two teenage girls – 
Lillian and Farija. 
  
What a better way to start December? 
You will be helping the education of two 
teenage girls AND competing to win the 
ultimate treasure. Sign up now! 
  
Costs: 
A group of 2 people – 40,000/- 
  
A group of 3 people – 50,000/- 
  
If you are interested in being part of the 
Amazing Race Masaki, please send an 
email to bhernandez@istafrica.com by 
Tuesday 27th November so we can have 
an idea of the numbers. 
  
There will be prizes for the winners and 
fun for everyone! 
  
We look forward to seeing you! 
  
Chipua - Fund A Child. 

 
 

 
 

mailto:bhernandez@istafrica.com


The Coffee 
house

 30Th of November Friday

TIME:
4:00 PM

Place:
Black 
Box

Talent so epic it will 
blow your mindblow your mind.



PYP Programme Model

MYP Programme Model

IBDP Programme Model

*NEW*

IB Career-Related Certificate Programme Model

NEW PROGRAMME MODELS FROM THE IBO
The International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) has recently released updates to the PYP, 
MYP and IBDP programme models. The new models are shown below on the right. Also, the 
IBO has released a new programme model for the IB Career-Related Certificate (bottom). For 
more information, please read the IBO’s announcement here >>.

http://www.ibo.org/communications/documents/new-programme-models-eng.pdf



