
 
 

Secondary Spotlight 
Friday 02nd November, 2012 

 

From the Vice 
Principal  
Tom Triller   

On Tuesday and 

Wednesday of this past 

week, we had 

professional 

development days and 

focused on teacher 

learning, with the 

ultimate goal of 

improving student 

learning. On Tuesday we 

started with a brief pitch from our librarian, Ilana 

Locker, on the importance of encouraging leisure 

reading in students, with a special emphasis on using 

our library’s magazine collection to do so. We then 

spent the rest of the morning in curriculum work 

groups, collaborating in small groups to plan and/or 

revise either discipline-specific or interdisciplinary 

units of study. In the afternoon we worked in 

departments on the specific goals that each 

department has set for itself this year. On 

Wednesday both campuses came together to begin 

the self-study that forms the most important part of 

the reaccreditation process which the school is now 

entering with our two accrediting bodies, the 

Council of International Schools and the Middle 

States Association of Colleges and Schools. The self-

Mark your calendar: 
See online version of school calendars: 

Online Calendar 
 
Monday, November 5 
Term 2 Activities Begin 
 
Tuesday, November 6 
US/Canada University Fair@10am – 12pm 
WhereMPH  
 
Tuesday, November 6 
G6 Learning Support roundtable@ 6:30pm – 
7:30pm, B4  
 
Thursday, November 8 
Regular Board Meeting (KPI: IB MYP Data)@ 5pm – 
7pm, Secondary Campus - B4 
 
Friday - Saturday, November 9& 10 
Kili overnight trip @ 12:30pm – Sat, November 10, 
5:00pm, Pugu Hills 
 
Friday, November 9 
Grade 8 stargazing at IST @ 5pm – 10pm, IST 
 
Thursday, November 15 
Director and Principals' Open Forum @ 7pm – 8pm 
Secondary Campus, B4  
 
Saturday, November 17 
DSG Bazaar on Secondary Campus @ 9am – 12pm 
Hard Court+MPH+ Courtyard 
 
Tuesday, November 20 
The first Secondary School Library Lecture of the 
year @ 6:30 for cake/coffee; @ 7 pm for lecture 
Venue: Secondary School Library 
 

Tom Triller Tom Triller

http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
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study involves gathering and analyzing data related to the various areas of the school, in order to 

evaluate our current performance and set priorities for future development. As our principal Liz 

Andrews mentioned in the previous Spotlight, parents and students will have the opportunity to join in 

this process over the coming year.  

 

Collaborative work like that which we engaged in this week is increasingly seen as an important 

element of any successful school. As long as such work is focused around clear outcomes for students 

and data which allow for effective measurement of those outcomes, the research shows that 

increasing collaboration among teachers in schools raises student achievement. It perhaps belongs to 

common sense that when professionals pool their knowledge and skills and work together on 

problems they often reach more effective solutions than when working alone and learn much from 

each other in the process but it is good to see a growing body of research confirm this. It is also good to 

see IST’s commitment to improving student learning through teacher collaboration. Besides 

professional development days like those we had this week, we also often use Wednesday afternoons 

for collaborative work. In addition, we have designed the schedule to ensure that teachers who work 

closely together (e.g. in the same subject area) have at least one period during the ten-day rotation in 

which they can meet to plan together.  

 

You will hopefully have received an email regarding the upcoming student-involved parent-teacher 

conferences and how to make appointments for them. Please do make it a priority to attend these as 

they strengthen the home-school partnership that supports student learning. As in years past, I am 

including below an article on parent-teacher conferences. In the article, psychologist Michael G. 

Thompson identifies seven sources of concern for parents and teachers when meeting for conferences 

and then outlines some strategies for successful conferences: 

  

 Sources of parent concerns: 

1. Parenting is inherently difficult and no one is expert at it. 

2. Child-rearing mistakes are on display through your child's behavior in ways that you cannot know. 

3. All parents are trapped by their love, their hope and their anxieties. 

4. In important ways, parents may not know as much about their child as his or her teacher. 

5. Teachers have immense power over children's lives. 

6. Parents may feel trapped by and with their child's school. 

7. Parents bring their professional skills to bear on their relationships with teachers even though they 

may not be helpful in a school situation. 

  

Sources of teacher concerns: 

1. Teaching, like parenting, is an inherently difficult job: organic, hard to measure, and intensely 

personal. 

2. Teachers are always seen by parents through the distorting eyes of children. 

3. Teachers who perform well and effectively do not always get the credit. 

4. Teachers are not accorded enough respect in our culture, and it puts them at a psychological 

disadvantage. 
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5. Every teacher has been scarred by at least one threatening, out-of-control parent. 

6. Teachers' fear that parent influence with school administrators means their jobs could be at risk. 

7. Good teachers see the world through the eyes of adults and also through the eyes of children. 

  

To alleviate these concerns, Thompson suggests the following Steps to Successful Parent-Teacher 

Conferences. 

 

Eight Steps to Success for Parents 

 

1. Remember the F-word: Focus. The aim of a parent-teacher Conference is for adults to build a 

mutually respectful alliance that will support a child's (sometimes difficult) journey through school. 

Kids thrive when they feel the adults in their lives see them in the same way. Parents and teachers 

should try to use the precious minutes of a conference to reach agreement about a child's strengths 

and challenges – and how to respond to each. 

 

2. Be there. We expect our children to attend school every day. Research shows that they do better 

academically when both parents attend conferences and PTA meetings. A parental no-show sends a 

message to a child that maybe school isn't such a high priority, or perhaps that they aren't. 

  

3. Leave your old school baggage at home. We all have memories of teachers and classes that made 

us miserable. It's important to set those aside and approach your child's teacher as a peer and  partner. 

Assume a teacher wants to see your child succeed in school and life – just as you do. The respect you 

show a teacher is contagious and will find its way back to your child. 

 

4. Use a report card as a tool, not a centerpiece. Turn any review of grades or other evaluations into 

an opportunity to ask what's working and what's not for your child, and the teacher's observations. Do 

not dwell on the grade itself and do not attempt to pressure a teacher to change a grade, especially at 

a conference. (If there is a real issue of injustice, it should take it to an administrator.) Remember, an 

"A" student won't die from getting a "B", nor will a "B" student suffer irreparable harm from getting a 

"C." Most of us learned lessons about life and about ourselves from getting lower grades than we 

wished. 

 

5. Share insider information: Tell the teacher what you know about your child as a learner. You've seen 

plenty. You know what motivates your child, what has worked with teachers in the past, and what your 

child loves and hates about school. Also, tell your child's teacher about your hopes and fears for your 

child. All parents worry from the day they send their children off to Kindergarten, and on through high 

school. No parent ever has all the information they'd like to have about their child's school life. When 

you articulate your concerns and wishes, it alerts a teacher to something important about your child's 

life. That information can help a teacher fine-tune instruction or interactions to be more effective for 

your child. 
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6. Ask about the things that matter most. Go beyond grades. Ask about your child as a citizen of the 

classroom. Is he or she respectful of adults and other students? Not every child is going to be a brilliant 

student, but brilliant or not, you want your child to be a loving, respectful, productive citizen who can 

live in community with others. Ask about your child's social life in school. Ask whether she or he has 

friends, is part of a group, knows how to socialize and work respectfully with other children. How your 

child functions with other people is going to make a big difference in later life. 

7. Ask what you can do. Ask how you can support your child's success without micromanaging or 

rescuing him or her from mistakes and the valuable lessons they offer. 

8. Trust your child’s development. Try relaxing a little and having faith in your child in your child’s 

journey through school. 

Michael Thompson, Ph.D., is the author of "The Pressured Child: 

Helping Your Child to Achieve Success in School and in Life," and 

Co-author of "Raising Cain: Protecting the Emotional Lives of Boys." 

Tom Triller 
Vice Principal 

*********************** 

Birding and Community 
Open to grades 6-12 

 

NEW TERM means: 

- NEW FOCUS: The Bird Club is now BIRDING AND COMMUNITY because on top of birding 
(observation, identification, scientific record) we will: 

 

 Promote and be active in Environment preservation 

 Share our passion for Nature with local communities 
 

When and Where? 
Thursdays at 6.45am on top of Sciences building (meeting point: Science building ground floor). 
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The idea is to have light breakfast when birding. 

Questions? 
See Mr. Girardin (A5) or email: cgirardin@istafrica.com 

*********************** 
Save the Date! 

The first Secondary School Library Lecture of the year! 
Tuesday, November 20, 6:30 for cake/coffee; 7 pm for lecture 

Venue: Secondary School Library 

A rights-based approach to women's and children's health: What does it mean and why should you 
care? 

Speaking from her personal experiences and field work over 20 years on the intersection of health, 
human rights and development in Latin America and Africa, Alicia Ely Yamin will argue for the 
relevance of using human rights tools and strategies in promoting public health, and explain what that 
means. 

Yamin, JD & MPH, is a Lecturer on Global Health and Director of the Program on Health Rights of 
Women and Children and Lecturer at Harvard University. She serves on the Executive Committee of 
Beyond 2015, the largest civil society coalition advocating for an inclusive and pro-equity future 
development agenda and is currently overseeing a multi-country field research project in eastern and 
southern Africa.  

Adult Choir Announcement 

 

 

Do you love to sing? Do you love exploring 
different styles of music? Would you like to make 
some wonderful new friends with whom you can 
enjoy making music? If the answer is yes, then 
please come to an informative meeting Monday, 
November 5th, 2012 beginning at 6:30PM. We will 
meet on the secondary campus, in M-2, one of 
the music rooms. Katie Lenoue (new MYP Music 
teacher, and Olga Van Doorn (DP Music teacher) 
are collaborating to start an IST adult choir. 
Students above age 12 are also welcome by prior 
arrangement. We’ll do a little singing together, 
and get a feel for what kind of literature is 
accessible. Don’t forget to bring your IST badge 
for entrance. Bring a friend and join the choir!  
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- 

 

 
Oct 26 – Nov 4, 2012 

Spanish immersion: Barcelona G12 

Oct 31 – Nov 4, 2012 
ISSEA Soccer Harare 

Oct 31 – Nov 4, 2012 
ISSEA Volleyball Uganda 

Thursday, November 15 
Director and Principals' Open Forum @ 7pm – 8pm 

Secondary Campus, B4 

Saturday, November 17 
DSG Bazaar on Secondary Campus @ 9am – 12pm 

Hard Court+MPH+ Courtyard 
 

Are you interested in signing up and 
auditioning for FAME THE MUSICAL? 

Boys/young men ages 14-20+ are 
especially needed for this production! 

Audition dates are yet to be arranged 
but will be in the middle of November. 
The proposed show dates are February 

7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15 and 16 (2013). 

If you are interested, 

 please contact –
 tsutton@knightsupport.com 

mailto:admissions@istafrica.com
http://uk.mc1713.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tsutton@knightsupport.com

