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From the  
Vice  
Principal  
Tom Triller 
 
The American radio personality Colin Cowherd says 
that “in life, you should celebrate rarely, grind 
regularly.” He is surely right, but as the holidays 
approach, we have appropriately taken some time to 
celebrate the accomplishments and experiences of 
the school year so far. On Thursday, grade 12 
students were treated to a student-council 
sponsored “Senior No-stress Sundaes” event, which 
included Azam ice cream and plenty of toppings as a 
reward for finishing extended essays, university 
applications, TOK presentations and all the other 
course work they have so far completed. On Friday 
we held an all-school assembly which included 
recognition and celebration of the PAMOJA baskets 
program, the CAS program, the Spanish immersion 
trip, the music program, ISSEA, BERMUN, the Jenga 
Tanzania service trip, Fund a Child, the Moshi sports 
trip and the drama program. This is of course just a 
taste of the activities and programs that have run 
during the first semester. It is a great tribute to our 
school community, including parents, students, 
support staff and teachers, that we are able to offer 
so many different learning experiences. Yes it can be 
a grind at times, but that makes the celebrations feel 
that much better! 
 
Just in time for the holidays, yet another study to 

Mark your calendar: 
See online version of school calendars: 

Online Calendar 
 
 
 
December  15, 2012 – January  6, 2013 
School Closed 
 
Monday, January  7, 2013 
School Re-opens 
 
Saturday, January  12, 2013 
Revolution Day 
 

http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
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contribute to the “mounting evidence that absenteeism puts students at greater risk of poor academic 
achievement.”1 Please be reminded to avoid pulling your children out early or returning late when it 
comes to school breaks. We plan relevant instructional activities right up to the last day before break 
and learning starts in again as soon as we return. If a child does need to be absent, please inform the 
school by contacting the secondary office +255 (022) 2601126/7 or jkarubi@istafrica.com as soon as 
you become aware of the absence. Please also remind students that they have the responsibility of 
communicating with their teachers ahead of time when they anticipate an absence and upon their 
return when an absence was unexpected.  
 
Photographs - If your child had retakes, you should have received a new order form by now. If you wish 
to place an order, please return it to the main office, with exact change, by Friday, January 11. 
 
Happy Holidays and see you in the new year! 
 
Regards, 
Tom Triller 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                 
 
1 Sparks, Sarah D., “School Absences Translate to Lower Test Scores, Study Says.” Education Week 14 December, 2012: 12-
13. Web. 
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/12/12/14time.h32.html?tkn=QQQF9G2tjwsSy25Afm6KzcfOBb%2BSpAjw6rD2&
cmp=clp-edweek 

Library News:  
 

The secondary library 
will be open all during 
the December/January 
long break, except for 

national holidays, from 8 
am - 1 pm, Monday - 

Friday. If you are staying 
in Dar, you and your 

children are welcome to 
come and check out 

books for your holiday 
reading! Karibu! 

Secondary 
Campus Facilities 

Hours for the 
December Break 

 
Secondary Pool open 

10.00am - 4.00pm 
 

Football Pitch: closed until 
January 7 

 
MPH: closed until January 7 

 
Outside Court: closed until 

January 7 

mailto:jkarubi@istafrica.com
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School uniforms are now available @ the 
Elementary school shop. Please come in usual 

hours and buy uniforms for your child. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"Greetings and Happy Holidays from your High School Counselors. Please forgive our silence in this 
publication over the last several weeks. It is an indication of where our focus has been these last 
several weeks, that being on the students. Our office has been a hub of activity every day before, 
during and after school. Front and center to our focus is student learning and helping to remove 
barriers to student learning.  
 
Grade 12: With the USA Early Decision and Early Action notification date upon us, students are set to 
receive an admissions decision on or around December 15th. I am reminded of the musical West Side 
Story, set in New York City. Tony and Maria sing a duet called "There's a Place for Us". If students are 
dealing with an early disappointment it's important to remember that there is a college or university 
for everyone. There is "a place" for each of our IB students. Mr. Battersby and Mr. Lenoue are 
committed to helping each student find that place. Our students do a great job of taking care of each 

Is Your Family Leaving IST in December? 
 

Perhaps you have received the news so many of us dread – the company is moving you 
to a new location!  On that long list of things to take care of, informing the school 
should be one of them.  This can start with an email to the Admissions Office to inform 
us of your move (admissions@istafrica.com).  That’s all it takes to get the ball 
rolling.  We’ll be sad to see you go, but let us help make the move as smooth as 
possible for the whole family. 
 

Linda Vaz, Admissions Officer, Elementary Campus 

 

Mwamy Sykes, Director of Admissions, Secondary Campus 

From High School Counselors…..    

mailto:admissions@istafrica.com
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other and this arena is no exception. Celebrate the victories and give encouragement through the 
disappointment.  
 
Today a large number of transcripts were couriered to Canadian 
universities for all the students applying to Canada. In some cases their 
arrival at the universities will precede receipt of application, in other 
cases it will follow. Either way this is the season of deadlines. Personal 
Statements have been the topic of discussion for students applying to the 
UK. Many of our UK bound students are submitting completed 
applications to us this week to be forwarded on to UCAS. Most all 
document submission for schools in the USA is done electronically now, 
much of it through Common Application or other portals like the 
University of California system.  
 
Grade 11: Happily, the PSAT Score Reports arrived ahead of the winter 
break. This week we were able to distribute the Score Reports and the 
test booklets to students with a detailed interpretation session. Using the 
PSAT tool box is a great starting point for SAT preparation. Students have 
instructions and encouragement to open that tool box and begin using it 
through My College Quickstart. Please ask to see you students score 
report and test booklet and discuss it at home. We hope that it will not 
collect dust under the bed or get squashed at the bottom of a backpack. 
Mr. Battersby and Mr. Lenoue will reinforce effective use of these test 
results and the College Board tools in our PSE classes.  
 
Grade 10: The Grade 10 students have also received their PSAT Scores 
with an interpretation session more tailored to their needs. It is the first 
of two shots at the PSAT before taking the SAT in Grade 11 and 12. Please 
encourage your student to use the My College Quickstart tools at their 
disposal. Mr. Battersby will reinforce this in PSE classes.  
 
Grade 9: The focus in grade 9 continues to be study skills and putting 
forth the best effort possible. It is helpful to think of this in terms of basic 
skills for success. Time spent in class is building a skill foundation for the 
rigorous IB Program in grades 11 and 12 and university beyond. In PSE 
classes Mr. Lenoue has spent some time teaching about the high school 
transcript and helping students make a connection between what they 
are doing now in school and their future.  
 
Naviance: By the end of the day Friday the 14th of December all grade 9, 10, and 11 students will have 
launched their Naviance Family Connection accounts and completed their Personality Type Inventory. 
This inventory is based on "Do What You Are". Naviance is a powerful and comprehensive online 
career and university guidance tool. Throughout the school year we will continue to guide the students 
further in to this program. We will work with each grade level on developmentally appropriate 
activities such as Career Interest Inventories. Students at all grade levels can search the vast data base 
on university and career information. This could be a starting point for some fun family conversations 
over the holiday. Stay tuned for information in the new year on parent access to Family Connection.  
 
Please have an enjoyable and restful break. We look forward to seeing you in the new year! 

Tim Battersby 

Bernie Lenoue 
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Your High School Counselors, 
Bernie Lenoue and Tim Battersby" 

 

 


