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From the  PYP 
Coordinator 
Leah Bortolin 

 
Back from maternity leave! 
 
Thanks to everyone for the warm  
welcome back to Dar es Salaam and 
back to IST! 
 
For those who did not know, I returned to Canada 
to have a baby in August. I had a sweet little boy 
named Noah who is doing his best to adjust to the 
heat of Dar after the chilly air in Canada. Hopefully 
you can meet him soon.  
 
I have now returned to work and am eager to talk 
PYP to anyone who will listen! I would like to thank 
Sam Cook for doing such a wonderful job in my 
absence. We all appreciate her expertise and 
energy.  
 
This week, we will explore the transdisciplinary 
skills, one of the five elements of the PYP. 
 
Transdisciplinary Skills 
The PYP is comprised of 5 elements: concepts, 
knowledge, transdisciplinary skills (approaches to 
learning), attitudes, and actions. This week, we will 
explore the transdisciplinary skills.  In order for 
students to become adept at inquiry, a variety of 
skills are necessary. In the PYP, these are called the 
transdisciplinary skills (aka approaches to learning); 
these skills transcend subject barriers. The PYP 

For more information visit IST Elementary Campus News: 
http://elementary.istafrica.com/ 

WEEKLY CALENDAR, Term 2 2012/13 
See the school calendar online also:  

Online Calendar 

 
 
 
Thursday,  January 17 
Regular Board Meeting (KPI CAS/ICT) @ 5pm – 7pm 
Secondary Campus - B4  
 
Friday, January 18 
End of Term 2 
 
Friday, January  18 
Grade 3 Assembly 
 
Monday, January  21 
Beginning of Term 3 
 
Monday, January 21 
Parent Workshop: Transitioning to IST for new 
families, , 7:15am – 8:15am,  
Elementary Staffroom  
 
 

http://elementary.istafrica.com/
http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
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divides these into 5 distinct categories: social skills, communication skills, self-management skills, 
research skills and thinking skills. Each set of skills are listed and briefly explained below. 

 
Social Skills 
Inquiry requires children to work together in groups, which can be quite a challenge, hence the need for PYP’s 
social skills: 

 
Accepting responsibility 
Respecting others 
Cooperating 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students are trying to move this ball across the court without using their hands. This requires students to 
cooperate, respect one another’s ideas, possibly resolve conflict and make a group decision 

 
Communication Skills 
Alongside social skills, children need to be able to express what they are thinking in order to move forward with 
their inquiries: 

 
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Resolving conflict 
Group decision-making 
Adopting a variety of group roles 

Viewing 
Presenting 
Non verbal communication 

 

Students present their ideas. Developing vocabulary helps 

improve communication 
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Self-Management Skills 
This is a broad set of skills that includes physical, intellectual and emotional self-management: 

 
Gross Motor skills 
Fine motor skills 
Spatial awareness 
Organization 
Time management 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children make letters out of clay.                 Children choose the activity in which  
                         they will participate next 

 
Research Skills 
Almost all inquiry involves finding information making research skills indispensable.  

 
Formulating questions 
Observing 
Planning 
Collecting data 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Safety 
Healthy lifestyle 
Codes of behavior 
Informed choices 

Recording data 
Organizing data 
Interpreting data 
Presenting research finding 

Establishing what we 

know and what we want 

to know 

Identifying what we want to find 

out 
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Thinking Skills 
PYP’s set of thinking skills range from simple to complex. This encourages children to understand on a variety of 
levels. While all of these kinds of thinking are taught at all grades, the level of sophistication differs greatly.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Synthesizing information                 Applying knowledge of angles to images 
 
 
 

Presenting our findings Recording and organizing data. 

Acquisition of knowledge:  find facts, vocabulary and ideas 
Comprehension:  understand new things learned 
Application:  use the information to make or do something 
Analysis:  look for themes, patterns or big ideas 
Synthesis:  combine new ideas and information to answer questions 
Evaluation:  make decisions about work, behavior, attitudes, knowledge, &  action 
Dialectal thought:  think about and understand different points of view 
Metacognition:  know how I learn best and that others might learn differently
*adapted from Caldwell Height Elementary Transdisciplinary placemat 
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For children to become life-long learners, we must teach them how to learn. For this reason, the 
transdisciplinary skills are an essential part of the education at IST.  

 
By Leah Bortolin 
PYP Cordinator 
 
 

 
 
 

During Grade 4’s unit of inquiry last term, we studied 
children’s rights and responsibilities. Some of you will 
remember our assembly where all four classes shared 
some of their thoughts and insights about children less 
fortunate than themselves. For example, they learnt 
about children who do not have the right to play, to go 
to school, to live in a peaceful and safe home or to 
have enough food to stave off hunger. To some extent 
it was a harrowing but an engaging learning experience 
for grade 4’s. So instead of finalizing the inquiry and 
moving on, children were challenged to make a small 
difference in the world by taking action. Everyone 
came up with an action plan – whether in small groups 
or on their own. Teachers listened, asked questions 
and encouraged their students to be self-reliant. 

Students discussing their 

understanding of a math concept 

Evaluating the fairness of an 

experiment 

From Grade Four ......                                            
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Parents listened and made suggestions and agreed to 
support their children in whatever ways were useful.  
 
Their support ranged from supervising baking, drawing a 
lion for “pin the tail on the lion” to providing transport. 
Some of the actions chosen by the children included the 
following: 
 

 Raising awareness by creating blogs  

http://educationforeverychild.webs.com/   
http://www.banchildlabor.webs.com 
http://www.fightchildhunger.webs.com 
 

 Providing Mbagala Special Unit with some educational 

equipment by raising funds selling cakes, biscuits, 

popcorn, lemonade, toys, lucky dip, pin the tail on the 

lion, head and shoulder massage, origami lessons. 

 Making a donation to Mother Teresa’s orphanage 

 Focusing on giving useful gifts to street children as well as 

the children of their domestic workers at home.  

 raising money and awareness for CCBRT and Muhimbili 

Cancer Ward 

On Friday 11th January three action groups raised over 
300,000 TSh and there is more to come as other groups 
finalize their plans and put them into action. There was a 
buzz of excitement as children cooperated with minimal 
assistance from the teachers during their break. It was a 
real pleasure to witness their enthusiasm. Grade 4 
teachers would like to thank parents for providing their 
children with spending money so that our students can 
succeed in their aims to make a small difference. We are 
proud of their efforts so far.  

  

News from the Board 
IST Audited Accounts 2011/2012 School Year 

 
Signed audited accounts of the International School of Tanganyika Ltd for the year ended July 31st 2012 have 
been placed in the Elementary and Secondary Libraries for the IST community's information. Please note that 
these accounts will be tabled for approval at the forthcoming Annual General Meeting (AGM) to be held in May 
2013.  The audited accounts are being made available ahead of time in view of the long time-lag between 
finalization of these accounts and the holding of AGM. 

http://educationforeverychild.webs.com/
http://banchildlabor.webs.com/
http://www.fightchildhunger.webs.com/
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DON'T BE A FOOL AND MISS FOOLS!! 
 
Don't miss the High School play next week! "FOOLS" by Neil Simon is a delightfully silly comedy, 
performed with great gusto by our talented cast of student actors. It concerns the antics of a group of 
villagers as they desperately try to throw off an evil, 200 year old curse.... that of being very, very 
stupid....! Of course, being a comedy, we have a happy end in store for you, and lots of laughs along 
the way. 
 
Place: IST Secondary School Black Box Theatre 
Dates: Thurs 17 to Sat 19 January 2013 
Time: starts 7 p.m. sharp 
Prices: 5,000 students, 10,000 adults 
 
Suitable for approximately age 10 and up. Tickets available from the Secondary School office. 
 
Click here for a review of a different production of the play, to get an idea of what it's about. 
 
Karibuni and hope to see you there! 
Claudia Kennedy and Gillian Ani, 
Drama teachers 

 
 

http://onlineathens.com/stories/070909/mar_461258064.shtml
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