
 
 

Essentially Elementary 
Thursday 6thDecember, 2012 

 

From the Vice 
Principal 
Sam Cook 

December’s learner profile attribute in the spotlight 
is an appropriate one for the holiday season. 
 

 
At a time of year when many families and 
communities are celebrating their beliefs in a 
variety of ways, it is an opportunity to share our 
own important aspects of our identities with others, 
as well as to be receptive to and learn about what 

For more information visit IST Elementary Campus News: 
http://elementary.istafrica.com/ 

WEEKLY CALENDAR, Term 2 2012/13 
See the school calendar online also:  

Online Calendar 

 
 
Friday, December 7 
ASA Assembly 
 
Sunday, December  9 
Republic Day 
 
Sunday, December 9 
Girls on the Run- 5K run/walk starting at SS 
@ 6:30am – 7:30am Secondary Campus 
 
Wednesday, December 12 
Music Concert - EC-Grade 2 @ 7:30am – 8:30am 
Elementary PE Hall  
 
Friday, December  14 
Last Day of School before break 
 
Friday, December  14 
Whole School Assembly 
 
December  15, 2012 – January  6, 2013 
School Closed 
 
Monday, January  7, 2013 
School Re-opens 
 
Saturday, January  12, 2013 
Revolution Day 
 

Learner Profile 

open-minded 
 

IB learners strive to be open-minded 
They understand and appreciate their own 

cultures and personal histories, and are open to 
the perspectives, values and traditions of other 

individuals and communities. They are 
accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range 
of points of view, and are willing to grow from 

the experience. 

http://elementary.istafrica.com/
http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
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makes other members of our community special. Another way to 
celebrate our diversity, there is value in identifying some of the many 
similarities we share, even with our various perspectives and values. 
 
Grade 1 students have been exploring this very idea in their ongoing 
unit with the central idea: Communities have different celebrations 
with similar features. Many of them already understand that 
everyone, regardless of religion, nationality or culture, has many 
reasons to celebrate. They are also discovering that all these different 
celebrations have many features in common, including decorations, 
special food, and symbols. 
 
Grade 2’s recent Who We Are unit also gave students an opportunity 
to exercise open-mindedness. They were exploring the central idea 
that understanding our identities helps us to understand and respect 
others. They have learned about the visible and deeper aspects of our 
identities through exploration of the cultural iceberg. 

 
As we share and enjoy each other’s special celebrations, let’s remember to find ways to model and 
value open-mindedness in ourselves and our children. 
 
Sam Cook 
Vice Principal  

 

Minister of Natural Resources and Tourism Visits IST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teaching Opportunity: Due to personal commitments, Nathalie Genet will be leaving us this year. 
She has kindly agreed to stay on at IST until we are able to replace her with a suitably qualified 
French teacher. Please let Alan Lorenzini know if you are aware of anyone in our community who 
would be able to commit to a part time teaching role for the remainder of this academic year.  

http://opengecko.com/geckoview/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Cultural-Iceberg-opengecko1.jpg
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The Honourable Minister of Natural Resources and 
Tourism Khamis Kagasheki visited students in Grade 5 on 
Wednesday, 5 December as part of their unit of inquiry 
titled the "Struggle to Share". The Minister highlighted the 
importance of all stakeholders participating in setting laws 
and regulations to protect natural resources in addition to 
the important role played by the international community 
in reducing the demand for limited natural resources such 
as ivory. 
 
"I am honoured to be here today for this delightful 
opportunity to meet and hear from future leaders and 
global activist about the struggle to share limited 
resources," said the Minister. 
 
The students in Ms. Laelia Surtees' class have been looking 
at the relationships within and between living things 
(humans, animals, plants, etc.) to share resources such as 
land, food, and water. During the course of the unit, the 
students visited Mikumi and Udzungwa National Parks as 
well as villages and local communities near Mikumi town. 
Subsequently, the class invited the  Minister to attend 
their presentation on what they have learned. 
 
"It was an extremely valuable learning experience for our 
students who now felt that they should take 'action' by 
writing down their suggestions for a better way for 
humans and animals to coexist," said Ms. Surtees. 
 
The Minister closed with thanks to the students for being 
"[champions] of Tanzania's people, animals and lands". 
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Pictured above Jeff Smith and Anita Stansell 

Dear IST Community, 
  
I wanted to send a brief note to let you know how excited I am about moving to Dar Es Salaam and 
starting at IST in July 2013. I was very impressed by the members of the community that I was able to 
meet during my visit in mid-November. I was struck by the warm welcome that was extended by 
everyone that I had the opportunity to meet. My wife, Anita Stansell and I feel extremely fortunate and 
blessed to have the opportunity to join the IST community. We are looking forward to our move and we 
can't wait to meet everyone that we will be working with.  
  
I would like to extend very warm wishes to each one of you and wish you safe and happy travels during 
the upcoming winter break. I hope that you are able to enjoy the time away from school and enjoy a 
much deserved rest! 
  
Warm regards, 
 
Jeff Smith 
HS Vice-Principal and IB Diploma Coordinator 
Shanghai Community International School  
Hangzhou International School 
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School uniforms are 
now available @ the 

Elementary school shop. 
Please come in usual 

hours and buy uniforms 
for your child. 

 

Shoes 
Footwear should be safe, secure and appropriate for all school 
activities. No flip flops or shoes without a strap at the heel are 
allowed in the Elementary School, and for safety reasons we 
strongly advise against students wearing open-toe sandals to 
school. Parent Handbook 2012-13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Christmas Assembly - 
play rehearsal.   
 
Thursday, 6th December 
 
Tuesday, 11th December 
Wednesday, 12th December 
Thursday, 13th December 
Straight after school until 
2.40.pm 
 

From the Elementary Library......  
by Karen Choan 

http://2.40.pm/
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Grade 4/5 Football Finals 
 
Our Grade 4 and 5 boys' and girls' teams were in action on Saturday at Haven of Peace Academy. In the 
morning our girls' team battled hard on a very bumpy pitch in hot conditions. Despite winning their last 
game 3-0 this wasn't quite enough to qualify for the knock-out stages. The girls were disappointed but 
should be satisfied with their efforts and the improvements they have made throughout the season 
 
In the afternoon the Grade 4 boys team, despite being the youngest team in the competition gave a 
great account of themselves and narrowly missed out on qualifying for the semi finals. Grade 5 boys 
won two of their group games which was enough for them to progress to the knockout stages. A tough 
semi final game went to penalties and our boys kept their nerve (great penalties from Marcel, Aiden 
and Ruben) to make the final. The final against Heroes School was hard work for everyone with both 
teams looking very tired. Two late golas from Heroes took the trophy but our boys did themselves and 
the school proud. 
 
So well done to all our players and thanks to the coaches - Alan Lorenzini, Ian Marsh, Cody Alton and 
Julie Strait for their hard work throughout the season. 
 
Grade 3 Football Finals 
This Saturday (8th December) our Grade 3 boys' and girls' teams will be in action here at IST. Players 
need to be at school by 8am with games starting at 8.30am. Supporters are most welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sign Up for Session Two 
 
Activity session one has drawn to a close and already time to start thinking about session two. Sign up 
for session two will take place during the last week of this semester with the following timeline is in 
place: 
 
Wednesday 5th December - Parents receive usernames/passwords and sign up information 
Friday 7th December – Activity schedule available for browsing (http://istesactivities.wordpress.com/) 
Monday 10th December  - Online activity sign up opens 
Friday 14th December  -Online activity sign up closes 
W/b Monday 7th January  - Parents receive confirmed activity choices 
Monday 14th January  - Activities start and run for a ten-week period 
 
Activities Assembly 
 
The assembly will take place on Friday 7th December at 7.15am and is a celebration of the many 
talents of our students. There will be presentations from the following groups: Football League 
Teams, Zumba Fitness Dance, Junior Drama, Ngoma Dance & Drumming, Athletics, Yearbook Art, Kung 
Fu, Tae Kwondo, Power Girl Fitness, Wanyama, Junior Journalists and Girls on Track. Be sure not to 
miss it! 
ncook@istafrica.com  

Phisical Education News ......                                        by Neil Cook 

Activities News ......                                           by Neil Cook 

http://istesactivities.wordpress.com/
mailto:ncook@istafrica.com
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Is Your Family Leaving 
IST in December? 

 

Perhaps you have received the news so many of us dread – the company is moving you 
to a new location!  On that long list of things to take care of, informing the school should 
be one of them.  This can start with an email to the Admissions Office to inform us of 
your move (admissions@istafrica.com).  That’s all it takes to get the ball rolling.  We’ll be 
sad to see you go, but let us help make the move as smooth as possible for the whole 
family. 
 

Linda Vaz, Admissions Officer, Elementary Campus 

 

Mwamy Sykes, Director of Admissions, Secondary Campus 

 

mailto:admissions@istafrica.com

