
 
 

Essentially Elementary 
Thursday 06th September, 2012 

 

From the  
Vice Principal 
Alan Lorenzini 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you for attending 
Open House last week. It 
was lovely to see so many 
cheerfully engaged parents 
learning about our school 
curriculum and the 
systems that help us to 
work effectively. Thank 
you also to those of you 
who were able to join us for the PYP Introductory 
Workshop. If you wish to know more about the 
Primary Years Programme, please contact Mrs. Sam 
Cook (scook@istafrica.com).  
 
Start of Day Procedures 
 
We will be making a slight alteration to our 
beginning of day procedures in response to some 
parental requests for a little more time to settle 
into the classrooms in the morning. This should not 
compromise the consistency we are trying to 
achieve across the school. These changes will come 
into effect the week of September 17th. 
 

 06:50: Playground supervision begins. 
Please do not leave children unsupervised 
prior to this time. 
 

For more information visit IST Elementary Campus 
News: 

http://elementary.istafrica.com/ 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
See the school calendar online also:  

Online Calendar 

 
September 9 - 19:  
Grade 5 Mikumi Trip 
 
September 10:  
Parent Workshop: Transition to IST – Smooth  
adjustment for new families @ 7:15am – 8:15am  
in ES Staffroom 
 
September 14:  
Grade 2 Assembly 
 
September 19:  
Dar Bus Tour for New Parents – EPN 
 
September 20:  
Regular Board Meetings @ 5pm – 7pm, B4  
Secondary Campus 
 
September 21 - 22:  
Board Retreat 
 
September 24:  
Parents Workshop: Building Empathy - Recognizing  
& responding to emotions @ 7:15am – 8:15am in  
ES  Staffroom 
 
 

 

Alan Lorenzini 

mailto:scook@istafrica.com
http://elementary.istafrica.com/
http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
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 06:55: The first bell sounds to indicate that families (kinder to grade 5) can come into the 
classrooms. 

 07:10: The second bell rings to indicate the start of the school day. Families leave the 
classrooms. 

 07:30: School begins for Early Childhood classes. 
 
MAP 
 
IST is in the second year of a pilot of the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) testing. Last year we 
piloted with a sample from Grades 3 and 6. This year we are piloting with all students between Grades 
2 and 6 in September and May. 
 
We will use this data as one tool to: 

 Assist us with teaching and learning  

 Help us to reflect on how much progress individual students have made over the course of the 
year 

 Provide us with information as students’ transition from grade to grade. 
 
When is this happening? 
 
Classes will be scheduled to use our IT lab between September 10th and September 28th (our school 
disco). A maximum of 3 hours will be needed to complete the three areas being assessed 
(mathematics, reading and language usage). Teachers and IT staff will be present throughout the 
process. 
 
What will be communicated to students? 
 
Students will be told that this is one more assessment to help us better understand what they need to 
learn (like the DRA’s that we do every year). It is not something that they need to study for and it is not 
connected to their reports. The assessment adjusts the level of difficulty in response to the individual 
children’s answers (i.e. it gets easier if they get something wrong and harder if they get something 
right).  
 
As with the DRAs, results are not routinely published, however parents are most welcome to 
conference with teachers if they wish to know about specific details for their own children. Please 
understand that the central purpose of this assessment is to internally inform learning and instruction. 
 
Martin Hall will be introducing the concept of (externally designed) standardized testing and how the 
school uses this as one information gathering tool in due course. We have also set a tentative date for 
a workshop in the first week of November to outline the various standardized testing tools we use at 
IST. 
 
Thank you again to everyone for your kind words and overwhelming support in these opening weeks of 
school. We look forward to a year of enjoyable, meaningful learning for our children. 
 
Warm regards, 
Alan 
 
 

http://www.nwea.org/products-services/computer-based-adaptive-assessments/map
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Tentative teaching opportunities in the 
Elementary School 

 
There are a number of possibilities for employment at the school. Please 
take a look at the brief descriptions below if you are interested. IST only 
hires suitably qualified teachers with a minimum of two years teaching 
experience. A working knowledge of the PYP is preferable. Please apply in 
writing to Alan Lorenzini (alorenzini@istafrica.com ). Updated CV/Resume 
should be attached. 
 
A part-time Early Intervention Support Teacher (0.5 position) 
 

 Working with perceptual motor skills - co-teaching with the PE 
department   

 Working with fine motor skills - co-teaching with the classroom teacher 

 Providing additional support in mathematics and units of inquiry (in class 
or small pull-out groups) 

 Participating in student services collaborative planning.  
 
A part-time Technology Integration Coach (0.5 position) 
 

 Collaborating with grade level teams to plan for Units of Inquiry.  

 Supporting individual needs for technology integration. 

 Clarifying appropriate expectations for the use of technology. 

 Planning and scheduling of labs and providing assistance as needed. 
 
A Substitute Teacher 
 

 Assuming full responsibility for the role of the teacher that is being 
substituted. 

 Planning at short notice for unexpected absences. 

 Collaborating with teams to maintain quality programme. 
 

A full-time Lower Elementary Teacher to cover a maternity leave 
Job descriptions are available for short listed candidates. 

mailto:alorenzini@istafrica.com
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From Grade 2 ... 
 
 
Grade 2 is busy at work exploring signs and 
symbols from our local environment and cultural 
backgrounds. This may have something to do 
with our current unit of inquiry „How we express 
ourselves‟.  
 
The four classes are investigating how people 
communicate, using signs and symbols, to 
express their ideas, feelings, beliefs and culture. 
Even though the unit has not finished yet, each of 
the classes have been finding out facts and 
making some huge discoveries!  
 
Here are some moments from each class … 
 
Ms. Alefiyah‟s class were catagorising signs and 
symbols. Before they could begin sorting out 
images they had collected from a variety of 
places, 2A researched what a sign and symbols 
were using the Internet, books and learning walks. 
They found out that “a sign tells” where as “a 
symbol represents”.  
 
Ms. Sam‟s class noticed that signs often have a 
colour on them and that these colours 
communicate a message such as a warning, 
command or request. After a visit to the ICT labs 
and some further investigation on the website 
„Colours In Motion‟ they were able to answer one 
of their wonderings „Can signs have symbols in 
them?‟ In the words of one class member - “They 
can have symbols because colours are symbols. 
They have special meanings. But they aren‟t 
always the same”  
 
Ms. Rehana‟s class also went on a learning walk 
searching for signs and symbols at IST. They 
discovered that there were a number of signs 
around to help us but they also realized that there 
were some places where a sign may still be 
needed.  
 

They have been creating signs to hang around campus.  
 
Meanwhile, Ms. Perera‟s class have interviewed Ms. 
Helen Binks, a KG teacher, they explored her room and 
asked what kind of signs would be useful in her 
classroom. They are now busy designing these signs and 
are excited to see if the KG children will understand and 
use their signs.  
 
All four classes have made connections between Grade 
2‟s chosen author, Tomie de Paulo and our unit. They 
recognized that Tomie de Paolo uses lots of signs and 
symbols in his illustrations to help the reader understand 
the messages he is trying to communicate to his 
audience.  
 
And to top it all off, next week, Grade 2 will be 
watching a dance performance that includes signs and 
symbols. 
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IST instrumental music program 

Playing music is much more than just a pleasurable pastime or hobby. Years of 

research show that the study of music can help enhance students’ self-esteem, self-

discipline, and creativity. As musicians develop, they reinforce academic, personal, 

and interpersonal skills such as critical thinking, problem solving, and working 

cooperatively toward shared goals. Developing such skills is key not only to musical 

success but also to academic success and even to leading a happy and fulfilling life. 

 

In order to promote development of the whole student, IST’s Instrumental Music Program offers 

private lessons with highly trained and professional musicians. Program organizers collaborate with IST 

music teachers to engage qualified instructors for all ability levels, whether students are taking up a 

new instrument or are seeking advanced tuition. Parents may also wish to polish their own musical 

talents with private lessons, when time slots are available. 

  
For the academic year 2012-13, IST's Instrumental Music Program offers lessons in the following  

instruments (updated): 

Days/times are subject to availability. Please contact the Instrumental Music Program Coordinator Ms. 

Instrument Teacher Days 

Clarinet Mrs. Julia Brian Tues, Wed, Thu 

 Mr. Aloys Ngasi Tues, Wed, Fri 

Flute Mrs. Julia Brian Tues, Wed, Thu 

Oboe Mrs. Julia Brian Tues, Wed, Thu 

Guitar Mr. Bruno Mon, Tues, Wed  

Drums Mr. Bruno Mon, Tues, Wed 

Piano Ms. Olga van Doorn Mon-Fri 

 Ms. Nataliya Sveshnikova Mon-Fri  

 Mr. Aloys Ngasi Tues, Wed, Fri 

Violin Mr. Robert Notman Wed, Thu, Fri 

                          Where: Secondary Campus 

  M1, M2, P1-3, rooms 
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Olga van Doorn (ovandoorn@istafrica.com) for details. 

Which instrument is right for my child? 

 

Choosing the right instrument for your child needn't be a nightmare. Most children will begin on one of 

a handful of instruments: piano, guitar, violin or drums. 

 

You'll want to make sure they are comfortable with it. Some instruments are better for younger 

players. The recorder, for instance, is easy to handle. Some stringed instruments are available in 

smaller versions for beginners. Whereas anything involving breathing, like brass and woodwind, should 

wait until they have the strength to blow and their second set of teeth have appeared. 

 

TIPS: 

 Take your children to hear live music to find out about different instruments. Encourage them 

to think about the genres that interest them. 

 Try before you buy - if possible. 

 Think about where your child will fit in. For example, there are often more clarinet and flute 

pupils than there are groups for them to play in, while bassoonists and oboists are scarcer, and 

so might enjoy more opportunities. Bass players are also rarely short of a gig, unlike their 

guitar-playing counterparts. 

 If your child finds it difficult at first, encourage them to persevere, the rewards are worth it. 

 Some instruments, like recorder or piano, are best for beginners and some string instruments 

may be available in special small sizes. 

 Some, especially brass or woodwind, are more suited for older children. 

 Think about practical considerations: will the noise disturb the neighbor, have you got room 

for your child to practice, how do you get the instrument from the lesson to your house? 

 Source: http://ww.bbc.co.uk/music/parents/ 

 

http://ww.bbc.co.uk/music/parents/
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