
 
 

Essentially Elementary 
Thursday 30th August, 2012 

 

From the  
Vice Principal 
Mikey McKillip 
 

News and  
Information for  
Parents 
from IST Elementary Campus 
 
Communication is an important part of the learning 
that happens at IST Elementary Campus. Following 
are tools used at IST to keep parents and families in 
the know... 
 
IST Elementary Grade Team and 
Specialist/Department Blogs 
 
These blogs serve as a window into classrooms and 
the general Elementary Campus for parents and 
families to gain a better understanding of everyday 
events and ongoing learning at IST. Readers are 
encouraged to interact with students by leaving 
comments. Teachers must approve all comments 
before being made public. These pages can be 
accessed from the  Elementary Campus News main 
page elementary.istafrica.com.  Parents are 
encouraged to check their child’s grade level blog 
on a regular basis. Parents can also “subscribe” to 
any of the IST blogs to automatically receive email 
updates when new information is posted. 
 
Link Books 

For more information visit IST Elementary Campus 
News: 

http://elementary.istafrica.com/ 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
See the school calendar online also:  

Online Calendar 

 
August 30 
Open House 
Elementary Campus, 3:00pm to 5:00pm 
 
August 31 
Parent Workshop: An introduction to the PYP 
7.20am-8.20am 
Elementary Staff Room 
 
September 3 
Activities Begin 
 
September 5 
EPN Meeting 
Elementary Campus, Staffroom 
12:30pm to 1:30pm 
 
September 7 
Grade 3 Assembly 
 
September 10:  
Parent Workshop: Transition to IST – Smooth  
adjustment for new families 
 
September 24:  
Parents Workshop: Building Empathy - Recognizing  
& responding to emotions 
 

 

http://elementary.istafrica.com/
http://elementary.istafrica.com/
http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
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The link book is required for every student from Early Childhood to Grade 5. These books are intended 
for regular communication between home and school. If you need to write a note to the teacher, 
please use the link book. Conversely, if the teacher needs to send a message home, he or she will do so 
the same way. We ask that you check the link book each evening and initial it. Each morning the class 
teacher/assistant checks it. 
 
EE - Essentially Elementary 
 
The Essentially Elementary is sent out as an email link to parents’ email address every Thursday and 
keeps all parents up-to-date with school events and developments. This newsletter is also available in 
hard copy at the front office. Essentially Elementary can also be accessed and is archived through the 
IST website www.istafrica.com. The elementary school also posts important school events on a Google 
Calendar called ES-events from the IST website. 
 
Mikey McKillip 
Vice Principal 

 
 

 

Dear Parents, 
Kindly note the following: - 
 

1 The due date for paying the school fees for your child/ren was August 15th 

2012. If your account is still outstanding, kindly arrange payment by the end of 

this week.  All outstanding accounts attract a penalty of $25 per student per 

week.   

 

2 In case you have already paid the fees but have not sent us the bank pay-in- 

slips or transfer details, kindly do so soon to enable us follow up with our 

bankers and issue receipts.  In the absence of this information, your account, 

though paid, may still show an outstanding balance as we need to validate the 

source of direct bank transfers before we are able to issue receipts.  This is 

particularly essential where similar amounts are transferred by several parents 

around the same time.   

 

Please feel free to contact the Fees Office on telephone nos. 255 22 2151817/8 or e-mail 
address fees@istafrica.com for any fee related matters. 
Thank you, 

Business Office 

Message from the Business Office ...... 

http://www.istafrica.com/
http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
mailto:fees@istafrica.com
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Tentative teaching opportunities in the 
Elementary School 

 
There are a number of possibilities for employment at the school. Please take 
a look at the brief descriptions below if you are interested. IST only hires 
suitably qualified teachers with a minimum of two years teaching experience. 
A working knowledge of the PYP is preferable. Please apply in writing to Alan 
Lorenzini (alorenzini@istafrica.com ). Updated CV/Resume should be attached. 
 
A part-time Early Intervention Support Teacher (0.5 position) 
 

 Working with perceptual motor skills - co-teaching with the PE department   

 Working with fine motor skills - co-teaching with the classroom teacher 

 Providing additional support in mathematics and units of inquiry (in class or 
small pull-out groups) 

 Participating in student services collaborative planning.  
 
A part-time Technology Integration Coach (0.5 position) 
 

 Collaborating with grade level teams to plan for Units of Inquiry.  

 Supporting individual needs for technology integration. 

 Clarifying appropriate expectations for the use of technology. 

 Planning and scheduling of labs and providing assistance as needed. 
 
A Substitute Teacher 
 

 Assuming full responsibility for the role of the teacher that is being 
substituted. 

 Planning at short notice for unexpected absences. 

 Collaborating with teams to maintain quality programme. 
 

A full-time Lower Elementary Teacher to cover a maternity leave 
 
Job descriptions are available for short listed candidates. 

mailto:alorenzini@istafrica.com
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After School Activities - we’re 
ready to go! 

The activity program for the first semester will start on 
Monday 3rd September. Parents of children who applied 
for activities should have received an email to confirm your 
child’s activities. Please check your junk/spam folders as it 
may be lurking there! 

What happens on Activity Days? 
 School Bell Rings at 1.45pm as usual. Activity children 

stay in class for 5 minutes 
 Second bell rings at 1.50pm – start of transition to 

activities 
 Activities start at 1.55pm 
 Activities Finish at 2.40pm 
 Parents collect children from their activity location – 

please ask your child’s class teacher or the school office 
if you are not sure about this. 

 Children not collect by 2.45pm will go to the school 
office and should be collected from there. 

 Children in activities that start late (2.45pm) will go to 
the library first for study time.  

 

What does your child need on Activity Days? 

 Extra snacks and drinks – activity days are long! 
 Appropriate equipment for their activity – PE 

uniform/sports shoes for sports activities, spare clothes 
for art activities etc. Your child’s activity leader will 
inform you after the first week of anything specific to 
that activity 

The schedule for activities is available in the right hand 
column of the activities blogsite: 
http://istesactivities.wordpress.com/  

Please note at this time I will not be accepting any 
requests to change activities. However if you feel you 
have received information that is incorrect, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Neil Cook  
(PE/Activities Coordinator) 
ncook@istafrica.com 

 

 In Memoriam...... 

 
 

 
Joke Schokkenbroek and Jaap Breure were 
IST teachers from The Netherlands in the mid 
to late 1980's. Unfortunately, we have 
recently learned and were greatly saddened 
to hear that Joke and Jaap lost their lives in 
the ferry disaster off Zanzibar in July. This 
was a great tragedy for many people here in 
Tanzania yet we had not been aware until we 
received a card from the family that the 
tragedy involved those with such long-
standing links to our school. Jaap was a 
physical education teacher in Arnhem, The 
Netherlands and the couple had been in 
Tanzania on holiday. 
  
Joke and Jaap are well remembered by 
longer-standing members of our school. They 
are remembered for their kindness and 
concern for those with whom they lived and 
worked and for their friendly, lively and 
outgoing characters. Their love for Tanzania 
and its people was evident and greatly 
appreciated. 
  
Graham Mercer, on hearing of their loss, 
recollects: 
  
“I remember one year during a severe water 
shortage in Dar, Joke and Jaap saw the 
school’s Head and made it possible for local 
women to come into the school grounds to 
take water from the school tanks. Great 
numbers of women took advantage of this, 
thanks to Joke and Jaap's intervention. It 
must have saved the women walking for 
huge distances to find water.” 
  
We have extended our deepest condolences 
on to their family. 
 

 
 

From The Activity Department ...... 

http://istesactivities.wordpress.com/


International School of Tanganyika   Essentially Elementary 

5 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From Grade 4 ... 
 
Grade 4 have been adapting to the new school year 
with their first unit of inquiry “Survival Under 
Pressure.” Students are inquiring into the 
adaptations and resources that humans, plants and 
animals need to survive in extreme climate zones.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The two strange visitors appeared in the grade four 
classrooms recently. The unidentifiable creatures 
emerged from the polar and desert regions of the 
world. Each creature had many specific adaptations 
that allowed it to survive in the extreme climate of 
the polar or desert.  

Can you figure out which creature belongs in the 
desert or polar areas? 

For more photos, please see our Grade 4 Blog. 
http://istgrade4.wordpress.com 

French for Francophone Students 
 

French after school program is back 
at IST!!! 
 

Yesssssss, after one year, we are back are 
running. 
 
So, if you wish your son/daughter to join 
our French program (using CNED or not), 
please send us an email and we will contact 
you personally so we can organize a 
meeting in order to know you, evaluate 
your child’s needs, your days and times 
availabilities and meet our teacher Olivia. 
This program is open to elementary as well 
as secondary students. 
 
Hoping to hear from you soon.  
 
Contact: Clelia Salvati, French teacher, 
csalvati@istafrica.com 

http://istgrade4.wordpress.com/
mailto:csalvati@istafrica.com
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WWF Earth Hour 2012 Essay Competition Winner 
 
IST students strive to model 
the IB learner profile and IST 
was pleased to hear from the 
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 
when one of our students 
was recognized for being a 
knowledgable 
communicator. WWF came 
to IST last week to present a 
certificate and prize to Prem 
(pictured) as a winner in 
their Earth Hour 2012 Essay 
Competition. Prem was one 
of eight students from 
around Tanzania to receive 
this award. The competition 
was announced in May 
through the local papers. 
 
Prem's essay highlighted the 
importance of energy 
conservation and gave some 
practical energy conservation 
tips such as installing 
aluminum bati on roofs to 
reduce the heat that would otherwise build up when the sun beats 
down on concrete slab roofs/ceilings. Congratulations Prem! 
 
 
 
 

Caption: pictured above left to right, 
Laura Kunenga (WWF Communications 

Manager), Prem (Essay Winner), and 
WWF Representative. 
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