
 
 

Essentially Elementary 
Thursday 23rd August, 2012 

 

From the  
Vice Principal 
And PYP 
Coordinator  
 
Welcome to a nearly 
new school year here at 
IST Elementary. Part of 
my role this year is to 
support teachers with 
the curriculum while 
Leah Bortolin, our PYP 
Coordinator is on 
maternity leave. We 
have already been busy 
as a whole staff, refreshing our understandings of 
what it means to be a PYP school.  
 
Our teaching team started the year with a reminder 
her on the five essential elements of the IB Primary 
Years Programme.  The PYP’s view is that a balance 
is needed between the acquisition of essential 
knowledge and skills, development of conceptual 
understanding, demonstration of positive attitudes, 
and taking of responsible action. 
 
The goal is that these five essential elements 
permeate all the learning opportunities in school. 
As teachers plan, they will constantly be asking, and 
reflecting on the answers to the questions below. 

For more information visit IST Elementary Campus 
News: 

http://elementary.istafrica.com/ 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
See the school calendar online also:  

Online Calendar 

 
August 23 
Board Meeting 
Secondary Campus B4, 5:00pm to 7:00pm 
 
August 30 
Open House 
Elementary Campus, 3:00pm to 5:00pm 
 
August 31 
Parent Workshop: An introduction to the PYP 
7.20am-8.20am 
Elementary Staff Room 
 
September 3 
Activities Begin 
 
September 5 
EPN Meeting 
Elementary Campus, Staffroom 
12:30pm to 1:30pm 
 
September 7 
Grade 3 Assembly 
 

 

http://elementary.istafrica.com/
http://www.istafrica.com/page.cfm?p=417
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Knowledge 
What do we want 
students to know? 

significant, relevant content that we wish the students to explore and 
know about, taking into consideration their prior experience and 
understanding. 

Concepts 
What do we want 
students to understand? 

powerful ideas that have relevance within the subject areas but also 
transcend them and that students must explore and re-explore in order 
to develop coherent, in-depth understanding. 

Skills 
What do we want 
students to be able to do? 

those capabilities that the students need to demonstrate to succeed in 
a changing, challenging world, which may be disciplinary or 
transdisciplinary in nature. 

Attitudes 
How do we want students 
to feel? 

dispositions that are expressions of fundamental values, beliefs and 
feelings about learning, the environment and people. 

Action 
How do we hope students 
will act as a result of this 
learning? 

Demonstrations of deeper learning in responsible behavior through 
responsible action; a manifestation in practice of the other essential 
elements. 

From Making the PYP Happen IBO (2009) pg10 

 
Some of our key resources have also been reviewed as we start the year considering how to use these 
as a vehicle for best practice. Here’s a quick overview of some of our school–wide curriculum 
resources. More detailed information will follow; at next week’s open house, in your Grade Team Blog 
pages, in the pages of EE, and through parent workshops. 
 
Balanced Literacy: You will have received a copy of Bonnie Campbell-Hill’s publication “Supporting 
Your Child’s Literacy Learning”. This booklet outlines the developmental stages through which we 
know that readers and writers grow. Our literacy programme is designed around our understanding of 
these stages, and the booklet gives you key information about each stage, as well as how you can 
support your child at home. 
 
6 + 1 Traits Writing: (6TW) This year, all our students will benefit from using this writing framework 
that helps them to explicitly learn about and evaluate the characteristics of good writing.  The traits 
are: 

Ideas the main message 
Organization the internal structure of the piece 

Voice the personal tone and flavour of the author’s message 
Word choice the vocabulary a writer chooses to convey meaning 

Sentence fluency the rhythm and flow of the language 
Conventions the mechanical correctness 

+ Presentation how the writing actually looks on the page 
Children throughout the school will have the opportunity to explore each of these traits by reading 
good examples, and experimenting with their own writing.  
 
Sitton Spelling: This spelling programme focuses on having children transfer spelling knowledge into 
their everyday writing rather than spelling correctly for a weekly test. The emphasis is on mastering 
words that come up in their own writing, while exploring spelling rules and patterns, enabling them to 
apply this knowledge to their spelling of unfamiliar words. 
 
Everyday Mathematics: This programme aims to improve mathematical literacy in all students by: 

 Connecting the study of mathematics to real-world, age-appropriate contexts 
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 Providing multiple avenues for representing and solving problems including the use of 
manipulatives, tools, spoken and written words, pictures, diagrams, and symbols 

 Incorporating individual, partner, and small group activities that make it possible for teachers to 
provide individualized feedback and assistance 

 Encouraging risk-taking by establishing a learning environment that respects multiple problem-
solving strategies 

 Building in multiple exposures to concepts and skills and providing frequent opportunities for 
review and practice 

 Providing engaging open-ended activities that can easily be customized to meet the needs of 
students with a range of abilities 

We supplement and enrich the programme here at IST, in order to cater to our context and meet our 
students’ particular needs. 
 
If you have any questions about the curriculum at IST, don’t hesitate to ask your child’s teacher, or 
myself. 
 
Posted by 
Sam Cook 
Vice Principal and PYP Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent workshop 

An Introduction to the PYP 
 

 What is the Programme of Inquiry? 

 When does my child do Science? 

 Why does each unit have a central idea? 

 What are the transdiciplinary themes? 

 When are the basics taught? 

 

 

If you are wondering about the answers to any of these questions, come 
along to our first parent workshop of the year, and learn more about the 

International Baccalaureate’s Primary Years Programme at IST. 
 

Friday 31st August, 7.20-8.20am,  
Elementary Staff Room 
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Activity Sign Up is Open! 

Parents of students in Grade 1 -5 should by now be signing their children up for the first session of 
After School Activities. This is done by logging onto the activities blogsite: 
http://istesactivities.wordpress.com/ and following the instructions. Parents should have received 
user names and passwords in an email last week. Your child’s class teachers will have this 
information should you need it. 

Here are some important activity dates: 

 Wednesday 22nd August to Sunday 26th August – online sign up is open 
 Thursday 30th August – parents receive emails to confirm your child’s activities 
 Monday 3rd September – Activities begin 

Please feel free to drop by the PE office in the hall should you encounter any problems with sign up. 

Neil Cook  
(PE/Activities Coordinator) 
ncook@istafrica.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
What (and who!) is new in the library?? 
 
Hello from the IST library, where some things are the 
same, and some things have changed!   
 
The Place  
The physical space got a new look during the June-July 
break, as the circulation desk was moved to the center 
of the library, the main door was moved to just next to 
it, 14 brand new computers were moved in, a new 
instructional area was added, and collections and 
furniture were adjusted around everything!  Pop in to 
see the new way it all works when the library is full of 
classes and readers! 

From The Library...... 

From The Activity Department ...... 

http://istesactivities.wordpress.com/
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The People 
Joining the library this year is Karen Choan, 
who taught at IST in Grade 4 last year, and 
who was a teacher-librarian at an 
international PYP school in Lima, Peru 
before arriving in Tanzania.  Continuing to 
help the children find and check-out books, 
and use the library resources, are Ms. Ruth, 
Ms. Edith and Ms. Stella.  The whole library 
staff is happy to help with your questions 
and requests, and are here from 7 am till 
2:30 every school day. 
 
 
 

The Plan 
Regularly scheduled weekly check-out times 
continue for children in grades EC –  2nd, who come 
to the library accompanied by one of their class 
teachers.  Grades 3, 4 and 5 have a new schedule, 
which alternates a regular check-out time every 2 
weeks with a week of flexibly available times.  This 
means, every 2 weeks, these classes come to the 
library at a predictable day and time.  Between 
those weeks, the teacher-librarian is available to 
schedule lessons that correspond to the current 
PYP unit or literacy focus, and vary in their 
frequency.  For instance, this week, Grade 5 classes 
are coming to the library on 2 consecutive ( or 
nearly so!) days for practice in how to find information and take notes on it.  Flexibly scheduled weeks 
are planned with classroom teachers, to meet current learning objectives. 
 
Books and Bags 
Library bags are still available at the Uniform Store and help keep books clean, dry and organized! 
 
Books, Books, Books 
The library is open before and after school, from 7 till 2:30, and during 1st break for children who’d like 
to bring back and get new books more often. 
 
Blog 
Tune into the IST library blog, at http://isteslibrary.wordpress.com/ to follow regular goings-on 
‘between the lions’ at the IST library. 
 
Posted by Karen Choan 

http://isteslibrary.wordpress.com/
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ES Librarian 

 
 

 

From Grade 3 ... 
The first Unit of Inquiry has our minds moving and our 
questions flowing! We are learning about the wonderful and 
exciting human body. Students are learning about the body 
systems and how the different parts of the body work 
together to keep humans alive. Although we have just gotten 
into it, the students have been excited to look at models of 

the heart, skeleton and torso as well as explore books and resources about the human body. In this 
very short time, we have also learned some fascinating facts that we would like 
to share. 
 
Did you know… 

 When you sneeze air rushes out at 100 miles an hour.  

 Babies are born with around 350 bones, but a full-grown adult has only 206. 

 Even when you are sleeping your brain controls your heartbeat, breathing and 
other functions. 

 In less than a minute your blood makes a trip all around your body. 

 The most powerful muscles are on the sides of your mouth. 

 When your stomach is empty it is the size of a fist, but when you have eaten a lot 
of food, it can be as large as a melon. 

 In every drop of blood there are 250 million red blood cells. 

 Human noses can sniff out around 50,000 smells, but dogs can smell about 300 
million different smells. 

 In an adult the intestines are 7.5 meters long. If they were stretched out straight, 
a person would have to be as tall as a house. 

 The longest bone in the human body is the thighbone. 
 

Looking for Cereal Boxes! 

 
ES Art classes are collecting cereal boxes.  

Please send cereal boxes  

to the art classes. 


